The Second Safeguard 
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“And Allah would not punish them while you (Muhammad) are amongst them, nor will He 
punish them while they seek (Allah ’s) Forgiveness. ” (Al-Anfal: 33) 
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The second safeguard 




In the Name of Allah, 
the Most Beneficent, 
the Most Merciful. 



The second safeguard 




In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the 
Most Merciful. 

And we ask Him for help 

(ji IjJjjj Ujj j Alii lilAA (ji Vji (5 AJ^li LiJ lA-gl lllJA ^ ill Ali .Laall 
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has guided us to this, never 
could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us!" (Al- 
A'raf: 43) 
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“(They say): "Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after 
You have guided us, and grant us mercy from You. Truly, You are the 
Bestower." (Aal-'Imran: 8) 

O Allah! Respond to us. 
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Dedication 

I am pleased to dedicate this book to each Muslim slave seeking the Mercy 
and Forgiveness of his Lord, hopeful of earning the reward for his 
remembrance of his Creator, hoping and repenting to the Most Forgiving of 
sins, with truthful and sure intention of sincere repentance, and a tongue not 
stopping seeking Allah's Forgiveness. 
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“/jnt/ whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks 
Allah's Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 
(An-Nisa': 110) 

jA Ajj IjLuai ji*j All I qJ 4ll Adkj qa IjIsjSj U ■ »« j| { Js- IjSjjJ jjjjll L 

“Say: "O Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against 
themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of 
Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. ” (Az-Zumar: 53) 
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Our Lord! All the praises and thanks be to You 

O Allah! All the praises and thanks be to You for creating, 
sustaining, guiding, teaching, saving and removing our troubles. 

All the praises and thanks be to You for the faith. 

All the praises and thanks be to You for Islam. 

All the praises and thanks be to You for Qur'an. 

All the praises and thanks be to You for the household, money and well- 
being. You suppressed our enemy, increased our provision, provided us 
with safety, gathered us together, gave us all what we asked you for. 

So, I say very much:"All the praises and thanks be to You for that." 

All the praises and thanks be to You for each grace You bestowed on us 
beforetime or recently, secretly or openly, personally or generally, on a 
dead, alive, present or absent person. 

All the praises and thanks be to You until You are pleased, and all the 
praises and thanks be to You when You are pleased. 

May Allah exalt the mention of our Prophet Muhammad, his household and 
companions, and peace be upon them. 


1 Sheikh Imam Ibn El-Qayyim (May Allah have mercy on him) said in his valuable book " Uddat As-Sabirin wa Dhakhirat 
Ash-Shakirin, P: 163": (Al-Hassan Al-Basry was used to say at the beginning of his speech: All the praises and thanks be to 
Allah. O Allah! All the praises and thanks be to You for etc) 
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A light 

It is reported that Ali ibn Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with 
him) said: "There were two safeguards against the torment of Allah on the 
earth, one of them was lifted up, so, hold fasr to the other. 

As for the lifted up safeguard, it's the Messenger of Allah (May 
Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him), and as for the other, it's 
seeking Allah's Forgiveness. Allah, the Most High, said: 

rrju:vi{ QjjiSuiu Uj duij ^ eft 

“And Allah would not punish them while you (Muhammad - peace 
be on him -) are amongst them, nor will He punish them while they seek 
(Allah's) Forgiveness.” (Al-Anfal: 33)" 

A supplication to seek Allah's forgiveness: 

(O Allah! I seek Your Forgiveness for what I repented to You 
from, then I returned to it. 

And I seek Your Forgiveness for what I promised You to do, then I didn't 
fulfill it. 

And I seek Your Forgiveness for what I seeked Your Face while doing it, 
but my intention has been mixed. 

And I seek Your Forgiveness for the graces You bestowed on me, but I used 
them in disobeying You. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah - there is no true god except Allah, the Ever- 
Living, the Self-Subsisting, the All Knower of the unseen and the seen, the 
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Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful - for every sin I did, every evil deed 1 
committed, and every sin Allah had known. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah, I turn to Him in repentance, and all the 
praises are for Him 

I say: "All the praises are for the Lord of worlds" as many times as the 
number of His creatures, in accordance with His Good Pleasure, equal to the 
ink that may be used in recording His words and equal to the weight of His 
Throne. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of 
remembrance of Him by the tongues. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of talking of 
the tongues, and declaring of Athan (calling for prayers). 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of weighing by 
the balance and reciting of the Qur'an. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of the feathers, 
the hairs of the camels, the sand particles and the stones. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of the feathers, 
hairs, and folds of the foam of the ocean. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of walking of 
the feet, and writing by the pens. 



The second safeguard 


I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of arranging of 
the rows, and writing of the letters. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of the heavens 
and what they shaded, and all the praises are for Allah as many times as the 
number of the earthes and what they carried. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of the 
alternation of the night and the day 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of prayers of 
the observers of prayers, fasting of the observers of fasting, and "Talbiyah" 
of the pilgrims and the observers of "Umrah". 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of 
circumbulation of the circumbulators, and "Sa'yi" of the observers of 
"Sa'yi". 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of sun rising, 
and appearance of the moon. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of sun setting, 
and fading of the moon. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah as many times as the number of what was 
found, what is found, what will be found. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah until He's pleased, I seek the Forgiveness of 
Allah when He's pleased, and I seek the Forgiveness of Allah after His 
Pleasure. 
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I say:”I honor Allah from all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him, 
and all the praises are for Him, I honor Allah, the Most Great, from all what 
(unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him” as many times as the number of that. 

I say:” There is no true god except Allah, Allah is Greater, and there is 
neither might nor any power except with Allah the Most High, the Most 
Great.” as many times as the number of that. 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah, the Most Great, there is no true god except 
Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, and I turn to Him in repentance 
as many times as the number of that. 

May Allah exalt the mention of our Prophet Muhammad, all his household 
and companions. 
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Introduction 

All the praises and thanks be to Allah who has written Mercy for 
Himself - 1 honor Him from all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him, 
and all the praises are for Him - the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful, the 
Forgiver of the sins, and the Acceptor of the repentance. And may Allah 
exalt the mention of the person, whom Allah sent as a witness over this 
nation, Muhammad bin Abd Allah, his household and companions. And 
peace be upon them. 

Surely, one of the graces of Allah, Exalted and Majestic is He, on 
His slaves is His mercy and pardon for them, as He's the All Knower, I 
honor Him from all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him, of the 
weakness of their states and deeds whatever they reached, in comparison 
with the graces He bestowed on them, which no one can count but He, I 
honor Allah from all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him and 
Exalted is He. 

And the Creator, Exalted and Majestic is He, when He created His 
slaves - as He's the Knower of their nature, their frequent sins, the limits of 
their abilities to worship Him and the shortage of their knowledge - He has 
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ordained for them the grace of seeking His Forgiveness which the Creator 
bestowed on His slaves due to His mercy towards them. 

Those are the slaves who have sincere intention of worshipping 
Him, but they may fall into the traps of sins, knowingly or unknowingly, 
then they remember the attribute of their Lord, the Oft-Forgiving, the Most 
Merciful, so, they seek His Forgiveness, regret and Ask for the pardon from 
the Owner of Pardon, who has opened the gates of mercy for them, and He's 
the most Merciful of all. 

From this aspect, the idea of this booklet came to me, by the grace 
of Allah. Allah bestowed on me the grace of preparing this booklet and 
choosing its name, which is a fact Allah mentioned in His Perfect Book, 
while addressing His prophet - May Allah exalt his mention and peace be 
upon him - saying: 

XX Jli&lj QjjiSu l u Alii Uj Culj ‘i j jfAil AJLil Uj } 

"And Allah would not punish them while you (Muhammad - peace be upon 
him -) are amongst them, nor will He punish them while they seek (Allah's) 
Forgiveness." (Al-Anfal: 33) 

Ali ibn Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with him) explained this 
verse saying: "The first safeguard (the Messenger of Allah , peace be upon 
him) was lifted up, and the second is still present." 

O Allah! We seek Your forgiveness and turn to You in repentance 
from all our sins, so that You may provide us with safety and save us from 
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the torment, which You have made seeking Your Forgiveness a safeguard 
against it, by Your grace and Great Hospitality, I honor You from all what 
(unsuitable things) is ascribed to You. 

While seeking Forgiveness of Allah, the Most Great, there is no 
true god except Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, turning to Him 
in repentance as many times as the number of enjoying His graces by His 
slaves, ascribing all the praises to Him, and thanking Him folds of that, I 
shouldn’t forget to thank my brother and friend: Ahmad bin Abdelazeez 
At-Twegry, who helped me in preparing this book. 

And I return here to say that I did this work seeking its reward 
from Allah, and intending to remind my dear Muslim brothers, who may be 
engaged in this worldly impermanent life through its occupations and 
distresses, of one of their Generous Creatoror's promises to forgive them, 
bestow His Mercy on them, and not to torture them if they hold fast to 
seeking His Forgiveness, as it is found in the traditions of the Prophet (May 
Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) who used to ask Allah for 
forgiveness more than seventy or hundred times per day. 

This was the tradition of the Prophet, Muhammad bin Abd Allah 
(May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) who is the best of 
humans and has been forgiven of his former and latter sins, what about us, 
the weak and sinful individuals of his nation at this late period characterized 
by weakness of the Muslims, much engagement in worldy affairs, and 
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unawareness of the remembrance of Allah, obedience to Him, approaching 
to Him, and seeking His Forgiveness for the sins we commit, knowingly or 
unknowingly. 

I remember here what happened to the best scholar of his period of 
the generation of first followers of the Prophet's companions, Bakr bin Abd 
Allah Al-Muzani. While he was walking behind a woodman, who was 
saying:” All the praises and thanks be to Allah, I seek the Forgiveness of 
Allah” 

Bakr said to him:”Can't you say another thing?” 

He said:”Yes! I save the Qur'an by heart and I know many things, but every 
person is still fluctuating between a sin and a grace. So, I seek the 
Forgiveness of Allah for the sin, and I ascribe all the praises to Him for the 
grace." 

The scholar said:" Bakr didn't know (this fact) and the woodman knew it." 

Also, I remember, at the end of this introduction, what was 
mentioned by my grandfather, the King Abdulazeez bin Abdurrahman al 
Faisal al Sa’ud (May Allah have mercy on him), in his book which he chose 
to be his "Werd" (a collection of supplications and forms of remembrance) 
which is called "Al-Werd Al-Musaffa Al-Mukhtar". 

I read in it some words of seeking the Forgiveness of Allah, which 
shakes the body parts and the mind and sight stops for a long time to reflect 
on its meanings and accuracy. He (May Allah have mercy on him), saidf'O 
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Allah! I seek Your Forgiveness for what I repented to You from, then I 
returned to it. And I seek Your Forgiveness for what I promised You to do, 
then I didn't fulfill it. And I seek Your Forgiveness for what I pretended that 
I seeked Your Face while doing it, but my heart was affected by what You 
know." O Allah! Respond to us 

O Allah! Forgive and have mercy on all of our dead and the dead 
of all Muslims, and reward the righteous ancestors the best reward for what 
they left for us of a beneficial knowledge, a comprehensive remembrance 
and a clear white faith. 

O Allah! O Ever-Living! O Self-Subsisting! Make our righteous 
deeds devoted to Your Honourable Face, and make them a witness for us on 
the Day when we meet You denuded of every thing but our righteous deeds. 
O Allah! Make seeking Your Forgiveness, Your remembrance and the 
gratitude towards Your graces inherent in our tongues. 

O Allah! Make our last speech the testification that there is no true god 
except Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. 

And at the end of this introduction, I mention what our Prophet 
Muhammad bin Abd Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him) told us about the most superior way of asking for forgiveness 
from Allah. 

(j A dlj JjC.t Ui dLc-jj ' - r. Uij Utj Yi«U CLut Ul a!\ U j djji L til 

e^i Ul Li ijlill jiSd U ^ "JL\i till )\ tiU f. jjf n^i Uq jjjj 
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"O Allah! You are my Lord. There is no true god but You. You created me 
and I am Your servant, and I abide to Your covenant and promise as best as 
I could. I seek refuge in You from the evil of what I have done. I 
acknowledge Your Grace You have bestowed on me, and I acknowledge 
my sin, forgive me for none forgives sins except You." 

I seek the Forgiveness of Allah, the Most Great, there is no true god except 
Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, and I turn to Him in repentance. 
I seek the Forgiveness of Allah, the Most Great, there is no true god except 
Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, and I turn to Him in repentance. 
I seek the Forgiveness of Allah, the Most Great, there is no true god except 
Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, and I turn to Him in repentance. 


The author 
1/9/1422 H 
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The definition of seeking the Forgiveness of Allah: 

The Forgiveness of Allah means the protection against the evil of 

the fault. 

The Forgiveness of Allah is better than His covering up the fault, as the 
Forgiveness of Allah means the protection against the evil of the fault, so 
the slave will not be punished for it. 

As for covering up the fault only, he may be punished for it in secret, and 
the slave who was punished for the fault secretly or openly, his faults have 
not been forgiven. 

The Forgiveness of Allah is realized if the slave isn’t punished for the fault 
the due punishment . 2 

Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah and its great importance in the 
relation between the Muslim and his Lord: 

Surely, seeking the Forgiveness of Allah has a great importance in 
Islam, as there ’re many verses in the Honourable Qur'an, which focus on 
the Forgiveness of Allah and seeking the Forgiveness of Allah, in ordering , 
requesting, or praising form. 


2 Look; Majmu ’ Al-Fatawa, 10/317, Lisan Al- ' Arab , 5/25. 
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Surely, Allah ordered His Prophet Muhammad (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him) saying: 

\ . Vluull{ AJUl o! AUl jiijlnlj} 

“And seek the Forgiveness of Allah, certainly, Allah is Ever Oft Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.” (An-Nisa': 106) 

And Allah, the Most High, ordered the faithful saying: 

20 {^j jjsc 'till b! } 

“And seek Forgiveness of Allah. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most- 
Merciful.” (Al-Muzzammil: 20) 

And there ’re other verses focusing on the same subject. 

And there’re also many authentic traditions which shows the 
importance of seeking the Forgiveness of Allah, Allah's reward for it, and 
the necessity of the slave for it. The Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, 
and peace be upon him) said: 

a!]I J j» hu ll ^jIS Jc. (jUdl AjI 

“Sometimes I perceive a veil over my heart, and I supplicate Allah for 
forgiveness a hundred times in a day.” 3 

And said: 

jot .q <111 j r' . y] * Aj . -,>,11 IjjjJj ^1 jl oJu j 


3 Narrated by Muslim, 2702, Abu Dawud, 1515, Ahmad, Al-Musnad, 4/211. 


18 



The second safeguard 




“By the One in Whose Hand my soul is! If you do not commit sins, Allah 
would replace you with a people who would commit sins and seek 
forgiveness from Allah; and Allah will certainly forgive them .” 4 

And seeking the Forgiveness of Allah has a great importance in the 

life of the Muslim, as it has many advantages and blessings. Allah has 
raised its significance in His Honourable Book, He mentioned it ordering 
the Muslims to do it at more than eighteen verses, and mentioned it in a 
praising form at sixteen verses. 

And this denotes its great status and that its doing by the slave is 
liked by Allah, as by it, Allah removes the troubles, blots out the faults, 
covers up the defects, purifies the hearts. 

And by it, blessings descend from the heavens, properties and 
progenies increase, and what is greater than that is what happens in the 
Hereafter, as raising the ranks in the Gardens of delight (Paradise). 

And seeking the Forgiveness of Allah is a separate form of 
worshipping Him and it is a means of approach to Him, so, every slave 
needs it even the Prophets, Messengers, and Angels (May Allah exalt their 
mention, and peace be upon each one of them). And this is our Prophet and 
model, Muhammad (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
who was the best example as regards this aspect, he was used to seeking the 
Forgiveness of Allah and worshipping Him frequently, while we have a 
greater necessity for that, due to our lower status and weakness of our faith. 


4 Narrated by Muslim, 2748, At-Tirmidhi, 3532, Ahmad, 5/414. 
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Surely, he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
was seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently while sitting or standing. 

It was reported that Abu Huraira (May Allah be pleased with him) said: “I 
did not see anyone used to say: “I seek the Forgiveness of Allah, and I turn 
to Him in repentance.” more frequent than the Messenger of Allah (May 
Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him).” 

And before that, we have a greater necessity for seeking the 
Forgiveness of Allah, knowing its meanings and secrets, and increasing its 
frequency, as submission and humiliation to the Creator - 1 honor Him from 
all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him - are markedly apparent in it. 

And he whom Allah intends good, He guides him to repentance, 
seeking His Forgiveness, remorse, humiliation to Him, continuous 
invocation and supplication which make this fault a reason for Allah's 
mercy to the extent that Allah's enemy, Satan, says:" I wish I left him, and 
did not tempt him to commit it." 

Allah mentioned that Adam, the Father of humans, seeked His 
Forgiveness and repented to Him, so, He chose him, accepted his 
repentance, and guided him. As for Satan, the father of jinns, He cursed 
him, as he did not repent and accused the Foreordainment. 

So, whosoever committed a fault, then repented and regretted, he imitated 
his Father, Adam. And whosoever committed a fault, and insisted on it, he 
imitated Satan. 
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And seeking the Forgiveness of Allah is a continuous need of the Muslim, 
and due its importance, Allah, Glorified and Exalted is He, mentioned it in 
conjugation with Monotheism in several verses, such as: 

<dl|j Cjliajidlj CCii jisuLilj Alll Uj All U AjI jdtli } 

“So know (O Muhammad!) that none has the right to be worshipped but 
Allah, and ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the sin of) believing 
men and believing women." (Muhammad: 19) 

And Allah - I honor Him from all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to 
Him - encouraged us to hasten to ask His forgiveness when we commit a 
fault, as He forgives the sins, as He says: 

t ) • f LuijJl j f j 1 jjSft Alll AIll jiauLy 4 . ,ii ‘ jilla j jl If yai £y>j [ 

“And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's 
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (An-Nisa': 
110 ) 

And in the narration of Anas: 

ttll Ci ijic (jjj f LtLdl (jUft eLjjj CjlL jl ^j| qjI b 

“Allah, the Exalted, has said: O son of Adam! I do not care even if your 
sins should pile up to the sky and should you beg pardon of Me, I would 
forgive you.” 5 

And seeking Allah's Forgiveness has a great value and many benefits, in 
this worldy life and in the Hereafter. Muhammad (May Allah exalt his 


5 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi. 
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mention, and peace be upon him), and his nation following him, were 
ordered to hold fast to it. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

‘ ae. 1 ft ttc. CjjS Cjj] ^Qil £ja 1a A 

\ 2 Jj' Jl| (jjlSjidl 4J11 (jl All! ^le ^>jj 4 ej-ajft lJ)i j-»Vl (j& j ^1 


“And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. And had you been 
severe and harsh hearted, they would have broken away from about you; so 
pass over (then faults), and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them; and consult 
them in the affairs.” (Aal-'Imran: 159) 

And said: 


s s jlijOlj c _ r JjdL _lL j ,\ax\ juuj Chlil Jja, <011 jft j (jj jjldti) 

“So be patient (O Muhammad!). Verily, the Promise of Allah is true, and 
ask forgiveness for your fault, and glorify the praises of your Lord in 
the Ashi (i.e. the time period after the midnoon till sunset) and in 
the Ibkar (i.e. the time period from early morning or sunrise till before 
midnoon)” (Ghafir: 55) 

And Allah guaranteed for the nation of Muhammad (May Allah 
exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) that through asking forgiveness, 
general destruction and torment will not overtake them: 

V V JlijSn { (jjjSouuju 'fij ; '« » <111 (jlS Ls j tluij <111 <jlii Gj ) 

“And Allah would not punish them while you (Muhammad - peace be on 
him -) are amongst them, nor will He punish them while they seek (Allah's) 
Forgiveness.” (Al-Anfal: 33) 
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Allah's Prophet, Saleh, has ordered his people and guided them to 
seek forgiveness. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

CP 3 jVl jk 9 ijjft “Llj (ja U “dll b Jli LaJUd Jjju 

" \ tjv>.a ljjjS (jj Ajlt Ijjjj jb ajjijuLili 

“And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih (Saleh). He said: "O 
my people! Worship Allah, you have no other Ilah (God) but Him. He 
brought you forth from the earth and settled you therein, then ask 
forgiveness of Him and turn to Him in repentance. Certainly, my Lord is 
Near (to all by His Knowledge), Responsive.”(Hud: 61) 

Nuh also interested his people in it through promising them with 
abundant rain, and increased properties and children. 

(j JJJJ (JIjjL - IjljAa pLtldl Jajjjj - Ijllft (jLS Ajj j Ijjixjlal illlaS 

t t- \ > £jj{ Jikjj ^ 

“I said (to them): 'Ask forgiveness from your Lord; Verily, He is Oft- 
Forgiving; (10) He will send rain to you in abundance; (11) And give you 
increase in wealth and children, and bestow on you gardens and bestow on 
you rivers (12)” (Nuh: 10 -12). 

And Hud (Peace be on him) gave the same promises to his people, if they 
asked forgiveness. 

Ijljjj Vj jdujS Sj2 IjIjAa »<jte. ^ Labill Jajjj “Glj Ijjjj AJ IjjijuLal Lj 

“And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him, 
He will send you (from the sky) abundant rain, and add strength to your 
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strength, so do not turn away as Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah)” (Hud: 52 ). 

And the sons of Ya'qub (Jacob) apologized to him asking him to seek the 
Forgiveness of Allah for their sins. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

U£ dl UjjjJ 11 jiSdLil UlAi L 

1 jjsill ji Ajj (jij fil jiauLii JlA 

“They said: "O our father! Ask forgiveness (from Allah) for our sins, indeed 
we have been sinners (97) He said: "I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for 
you, verily He! Only He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful (98)” 
(Yusuf: 97 - 98) 

And seeking forgiveness is conjugated with piety and it is 
a follower of it. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

1 (jjS jUl jjJJ t jjixjlulj “Gil Ijaffimlfl Alj At] jdkgjj ill (d! Alla jlu Ul ill JS 

“Say (O Muhammad!): "I am only a human being like you. It is inspired in 
me that your Ilah (God) is One Ilah (God - Allah), therefore take Straight 
Path to Him (with true Faith Islamic Monotheism) and obedience to Him, 
and seek Forgiveness of Him. And woe to Al-Mushrikun (the disbelievers 
in the Oneness of Allah, polytheists, idolaters, etc.) " (Fussilat: 6) 

And Allah, the Exalted, gently guided the Christians to seek His 
Forgiveness, when they said their repulsive saying, that Allah is the third of 
the three. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

tjjdi (jliud (jjijL lie jd Alj AJ] V] All Uj AH JIG All (jj Ijlii (jjjli jl£ 111 

V £ - V l“SH-dl| jLn>j jjse All j Ajjjauluj All ^Ij Ijjjjj blil - )11 Llie 1 j JsS 

“Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of the three (in 
a Trinity)." But there is no ilah (god) (none who has the right to be 
worshipped) but One Ilah (God -Allah). And if they cease not from what 
they say, verily, a painful torment will befall the disbelievers among them 
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(73) Will they not repent to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For Allah is Oft 
Forgiving, Most Merciful (74) " (Al-Ma'idah': 73 - 74) 

And by seeking Forgiveness of Allah, Dawud (David) has had a 
nearer access to Him, and a good place of final return. Allah, the Exalted, 
said: 

uUlj t*£lj jij kjj jiluLili ilLi Lai' jjjll (jlaj 
Y ® i_iLa yil jl ll .lie kl ij j j Lllj kl U jix2 

“And Dawud (David) guessed that We have tried him and he sought 
Forgiveness of his Lord, and he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in 
repentance (24) So We forgave him that, and verily, for him is a near access 
to Us, and a good place of (final) return (25) " (Saad: 24 - 25 ) 

And by it, Allah forgives the faults, blots out the sins, and the 

mercies descend. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

1 1 f. Lua . j LIjj “dll ljja.jl djLjll )jgl jaulalj ‘dll ISjjtk. Ijkilj jj jlj 

“If they (hypocrites), when they had been unjust to themselves, had come 
to you (Muhammad ) and begged Allah's Forgiveness, and the Messenger 
had begged forgiveness for them: indeed, they would have found Allah All- 
Forgiving (One Who accepts repentance), Most Merciful.” (An-Nisa': 64) 
And said: 

Y Y • f . lullilj 1 4JAJ kill kill J&JuljlJ jU kujij pJ2aj j! (Jjju (jjaj 

“And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's 
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (An-Nisa': 
110 ) 

And by it, Allah grants the slave in this worldy life good enjoyment, which 
includes every allowed good pleasure. Allah, the Exalted, said: 


25 



The second safeguard 




(J 3 ll^A tfc'ljl ^INdJ 4j3) IjJJJ Ijj^jLiI <j!j 

V J_jA{ j±& f jj »<’.te. dalii ^Sla ijjjj (jjj AXis Jla2 

“And (commanding you): "Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to 
Him in repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term 
appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to every owner of grace (i.e. 
the one who helps and serves needy and deserving, physically and with his 
wealth, and even with good words). But if you turn away, then I fear for you 
the torment of a Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection)” (Hud: 3) 

And by it, the Angels, specially the largest Angels, the bearers of the 
Throne, beg forgiveness for the believers. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

Ujj Ijid Qjjli (jjjtojLu j Aj (jjLijjj Jasj tjj Au a j ASja. lyaj ub'jli £)J ill 

Vj3le{ j ijlLjl u Ijajjlj IjjIj (jjjll jieli Lalej Alkj : di iLsluij 

“Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those around it glorify 
the praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness for those 
who believe (in the Oneness of Allah) (saying): "Our Lord! You 
comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent 
and follow Your Way, and save them from the torment of the blazing Fire!” 
(Ghafir: 7). 

And the pious contiuously ask Allah for forgiveness in the hours 
before dawn while others are asleep, and during the hours of the night and 
day. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

- QiuA-a Clij Jjj Ijjlii ^AIjI La (jj iii - jjjjft j 

' A. t SCjbjl jil{ (jjji t j l au fJb jIaLiIILj - La Jjill ija iLli Ijjlii 

“Verily, the Muttaqun (pious) will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs 
(in the Paradise) (15) Taking joy in the things which their Lord has given 
them. Verily, they were before this Muhsinun (good-doers) (16) They used 
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to sleep but little by night [invoking their Lord (Allah) and praying, with 
fear and hope] (17) And in the hours before dawn, they were (found) asking 
(Allah) for forgiveness (18)” (Adh-Dhariyat: 15-18) 

And it is an essential character of the firmly grounded in 
knowledge and faith. Allah mentioned five characters of those people, one 
of them is begging Allah's Pardon at the best times for confiding secrets to 
Allah. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

\ Ji j jtaLjSfb (jjjiluliullj (jjiiiAllj (jjjjllllj (jjfjlLaSlj (jjjjlLal!} 

“(They are) those who are patient ones, those who are true (in Faith, words, 
and deeds), and obedient with sincere devotion in worship to Allah, those 
who spend [give the Zakat and alms in the Way of Allah] and those who 
pray and beg Allah's Pardon in the last hours of the night.” (Aal-'Imran: 17) 
Surely, seeking the Forgiveness of Allah has a great importance in 
Islam, and it is an important cause of getting every good thing and repelling 
every evil. 

Ibn Taimiyah said:" If Allah loves a slave, He inspires him to 
repent and beg His Pardon. So, he doesn't persist in committing sins." 

The Creator - 1 honor Him, the Exalted, from all what (unsuitable 
things) is ascribed to Him - guides us to beg His Pardon and to seek the 
gifts of His Mercy, and He promised us to forgive us. Then, what is the 
matter with us that we beg not His Pardon, while we are committing major 
evils and sins? Proper it is for us that we beg Allah's Pardon during the 
hours of the night and day, as we sin every time. Our ears, our eyes, our 
body parts and our hearts sin, and the cure for that is begging Allah's 
Pardon. 
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O Allah! Inspire us to follow right guidance, make us obedient to 
You, Inspire us to beg Your Pardon truthfully every time, make the Angels' 
seeking forgiveness embrace us, and accept our repentance, You are the 
One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful. 6 
Benefits of begging Allah's Pardon: 

Begging Allah's Pardon has very great benefits such as: 

1. Forgiveness of the sins: whosoever acknowledges his sin, he'll be 
forgiven. 

2. Allah's satisfaction and love: seeking forgiveness is one of the 
important causes that leads to Allah's satisfaction and love. 

3. Allah's Mercy: Allah, the Exalted, said: 

i “l Ojjisuldiu Ujl 

“Why seek you not the Forgiveness of Allah, that you may receive mercy?" 
(An-Naml: 46) 

4. Elimination of the torment: seeking forgiveness is is one of the 
important causes of elimination of the torment. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

VT (jjjixjLu jii j '« » Alll La J dulj (yg.j.tej) Alii (jlS La J 

“And Allah would not punish them while you (Muhammad - peace be on 
him -) are amongst them, nor will He punish them while they seek (Allah's) 
Forgiveness.” (Al-Anfal: 33) 


6 Al-Istibsar fi Fada 'il Al-Istighfar, P: 15. 
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5 . Much welfare and blessing: Hud said to his people: 

Vj ^ c - Ail) Ijjjj fj * Ijj 

8 Y Jjfc{ jp* IjfjJJ 


“And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him, 
He will send you (from the sky) abundant rain, and add strength to your 
strength, so do not turn away as Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah)" (Hud: 52 ) 

And Nuh said to his people: 

- ijljjl pLuill J-jjjj - 1 jlic. (jLS AjI j»iij IjjiauLil dJla 
\ Y - \ > i ijl^i pH Cjtjii Jiijj (jjjjj J'j-aLi jjjjj 


“I said (to them): "Ask forgiveness from your Lord; Verily, He is Oft- 
Forgiving; (10) He will send rain to you in abundance; (1 1) And give you 
increase in wealth and children, and bestow on you gardens and bestow on 
you rivers (12)" (Nuh: 10-12) 

6. Purifying the hearts: seeking forgiveness removes the sin and its effect, 
so it purifies the heart of the dirts of sins. 

7 . Seeking forgiveness is the continuous need of the slave. He needs it 
during the hours of the night and day, in the sayings and deeds, in the 
unseen and the seen, due to its benefits, its leading to every good thing, 
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repelling of evils, and seeking increase in the strength for bodily and 
cardiac faith deeds .7 

8. Forbearing, deliberateness and truthfulness: whosoever wants that 
Allah deals with him through forbearing, he should be of the forbearers. 

And seeking forgiveness make the slave be used to forbearing and 
deliberateness, and by it, the tongue stands straight and becomes 
accustomed to saying the truth. 

9. Leading an ascetic life and increased worship: seeking forgiveness 
needs remorse and repentance, which needs increasing the worship. 
Allah, the Exalted, said: 

\ t i jj* { j j&j ellj ejl ij * nil (jj* jj i-iit: Ati 

“Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds (i.e. small sins). That is a 
reminder (an advice) for the mindful (those who accept advice)" (Hud: 
114 ) 

1 0. Expiation of the sins and raising the ranks: Allah, the Exalted, said: 

\ \ • f luullj Laja. j i jjifc kill kill ji t l L u kuill jillaj jl Q j»j 

“And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's 
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful." (An-Nisa': 
110 ) 

And Allah, the Exalted, said: 


7 Al-Fatawa, 1 1/696. 
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^lilLuii fiViC. jaSj c ) (duj L^jual Ajjj Alii ^il I jjjj Ijlal <jj lit Igji L 


“O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! It may be that 
your Lord will remit from you your sins, and admit you into Gardens under 
which rivers flow (Paradise)" (At-Tahrim: 8) 


1 1 . Increased provision, wealth and children. Nuh said to his people: 

- Ijljjj «<)te. pLaLill - I jllfr (jLS All jdijj | jjijuLil ViltA 
\ Y - \ « £jj{ 1 jlp At Jxkjj ptl*' ^1 J*Wi U4H J (JI^«1j IjjjJ 


“I said (to them): "Ask forgiveness from your Lord; Verily, He is Oft- 
Forgiving; (10) He will send rain to you in abundance; (11) And give you 
increase in wealth and children, and bestow on you gardens and bestow on 
you rivers (12)" (Nuh: 10-12) 

And Allah, the Exalted, said: 

AlliaS JltaS jj Cijjj JA yl| til tfiljla All] Ijjjj pj ^Sjj IjjiSuld q\j 

V JjA{ jjjS ullfi i_alit jjjli 1 jljj (jlj 


“And (commanding you): "Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to 
Him in repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term 
appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to every owner of grace (i.e. 
the one who helps and serves needy and deserving, physically and with his 
wealth, and even with good words). But if you turn away, then I fear for you 
the torment of a Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection)" (Hud: 3) 
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12. Increased strength of the body. Hud said: 

Ijljjj Vj ffrjjj ijljl* f&fc ?uldl All) Ijjjj fijj ^$5 L j 

8T J>{ 


“And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him, 
He will send you (from the sky) abundant rain, and add strength to your 
strength, so do not turn away as Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah)" (Hud: 52 ) 

13. Repelling calamities and removal of misfortunes: calamities usually 
occur due to committing sins. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

Y * (dLjji ujjj, Ls j 

“And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your 
hands have earned. And He pardons much" (Ash-Shura: 30) 

And Allah, the Exalted, said: 


\ " Ai_al jcSflJ (jjxijj cjl \u n \\j ejlXuAlb ^aUjLj 

“And We tried them with good (blessings) and evil (calamities) in order that 
they might turn (to Allah's Obedience)" (Al-A'raf: 168) 

And Allah, the Exalted, said: 

2 ° S jidl J IjjLS Laj fLtldl ija ijkj Ijidla u^jll Lf Xz uljjta 
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. . so We sent upon the wrong-doers Rijzan (a punishment) from the 
heaven because of their rebelling against Allah's Obedience (Al-Baqarah: 
59) 

So, if the slave seeks forgiveness and repents sincerely, the calamity will be 
removed by Allah's Will. Allah, the Exalted, said: 


1 1 V*UJll{ Luk I jSUi 4311 <011 ifiL £> 


“Why should Allah punish you if you have thanked (Him) and have 
believed in Him (An-Nisa': 147) 


14 . The whiteness and clearness of the heart: the sins have bad effects on 
the heart and may cause its blackness. The Prophet (May Allah exalt 
his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

3Q (jlj 4 j 1£ jaiiu:l j (j)^ ^4^ c/ 4 j2j dijlil L-ljd 131 (j^jxll (jl 

(jljall ^ tJk. j jc. 4311 (^331 (jjjll dll3 4331 jllu /l*. j} : Jc. J j (J3 US 

3ijj ' ^ ' !_,A£ Uq | 

“If the believer sins, there will be a black spot in his heart, if he repents 
and seeks forgiveness, his heart will be refined, and if he insists, it will 
increase until it covers his heart. That is the rust (Arrhine) which Allah, 
the Almighty, mentioned in the Qur'an:" Nay! But on their hearts is the 
Ran (covering of sins and evil deeds) which they used to earn" (Al- 
Mutaffifin: 14/' 5 


8 Narrated by Ahmad, 2/297, At-Tirmidhi, Al-Jami \ 3334, on the authority of Abu Hurairah. 
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So, seeking forgiveness is a cause of removing the blackness and the 
rust which may affect the heart due to committing sins. 

15 . Allah's love: sufficient for a grace is Allah's love. Allah, the Exalted, 
said: 

Y Y Y 5 jidl{ i _ hj “till £jl 


“Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him in repentance and loves those 
who purify themselves (by taking a bath and cleaning and washing 
thoroughly their private parts, bodies, for their prayers, etc.)” (Al-Baqarah: 
222 ) 

Conditions of seeking forgiveness: 

There are some conditions which must be fulfilled, so that Allah's 
Forgiveness may occur, such as: 

1- Sincere direction of the heart towards Allah and its consciousness of the 
words: sincerity is the basis for acceptance of acts of obedience. The heart 
must have sincere direction towards Allah with showing submissiveness to 
Him and full consciousness of the words recited by the tongue. So these 
words must be an expression of the heart's certainty, direction and 
reverence. 

2- Giving up the sins: the seeker for forgiveness must give up the sins he 
commits. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

\ f 8(jl Jl{ (jjidkj IjlxS G jdj 
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“And do not persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know.” 
(Aal-’Imran: 135) 

Fudail bin Iyad (May Allah have mercy on him) said: “seeking 
forgiveness without giving up is the repentance of the liars.” 9 
3- Believing by the heart, hopefullness for the reward, and increasing the 
good deeds. Allah, the Exalted, said: 

\ \ JaIIIJ fjt j jjift I i*i n\ (Jij jdla (j a Uj 


"Except him who has done wrong and afterwards has changed evil for good, 
then surely, I am Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (An-Naml: 11) 

The manners of seeking forgiveness 

1 - Purification: the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace 
be upon him) said: 

AjUl a ifc ija jd Ai Ail! jift Uj Alii jSouluu pj Luj i_uJj jk j U” 

Alii S'j ujikl jix-: Qaj ' $ ' ' ■ Ijjisukla Alii 1jj£j Ijklla j\ A^ii^li IjlxS 111 (jj illj 
I V 0<jl J^c. Ji{ Cij^u J IjJifi U yfc jdj 


“There is no man who commits a sin then purifies himself perfectly 
(performs ablution), then asks Forgiveness of Allah but Allah will forgive 
him. Then the prophet recited this verse: 

“And those who, when they have committed Fahishah (illegal sexual 
intercourse etc.) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask 
forgiveness for their sins; - and none can forgive sins but Allah - And do not 


9 Fathul Bari, 11/99, Majmu’ Al-Fatawa, 10/319. 
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persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know.” (Aal-’Imran: 
135) 

2 - Choosing the best times: the slave should choose the suitable time 
for consciousness and submission of the heart, and the best time 
for that is the last hours of the night, and Allah, the Exalted, has 
praised those who beg Allah's Pardon at that time. 

Allah, the Exalted, said: 

\ V(jl jIaLiVIj (jjjisuLiallj 

“. . . and those who pray and beg Allah's Pardon in the last hours of the 
night.” (Aal-'Imran: 17) 

3 - Increasing the frequency of begging Allah's Pardon: the proof for 
that is the abundance of the Qur'anic verses and the Prophetic 
traditions that encourage us to beg Allah's Pardon, and praise the 
beggers of Allah's Pardon. 

4 - begging Allah's Pardon at the end of matters: Ibn Abbas (May 
Allah be pleased with them) deduced, that the life of the 
Messenger (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
is about to end, from (Surat An-Nasr), as he was ordered in it to 
honor Allah from all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him 
and to beg His Pardon. 

Times and situations of begging Allah's Pardon 
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Begging Allah's Pardon is praiseworthy at certain times and 
situations, though the gateways of repentance are open all the time, as the 
Honest Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: "Surely, there is an open gateway of repentance which will not be shut 
until the sun rises from the West." 

But, there are certain times and situations which are better for begging 
Allah's Pardon as the response is commonly expected during them such as: 
1- The last hours of the night: Allah, the Exalted, said: 

t V q \ Jl{ jIaLiVIj (jjjiajjjLdlj 

. . and those who pray and beg Allah's Pardon in the last hours of the 
night.” (Aal-'Imran: 17) 

And, Allah, the Exalted, said: 

\ A-tliLjlillJ fJtt jl . ..VI j j 

“And in the hours before dawn, they were (found) asking (Allah) 
for forgiveness.” (Adh-Dhariyat: 18) 

And the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

iJjllI ddj (jJ^. Uid! fLiidl ^1 Aid <_)£ dJjtjj Ujj (Jjjj 

Al jic-ta j jirn m [j-s Ajjac-ta .n Al lunula 

"Our Lord, the Blessed, the Superior, comes every night down on the 
nearest Heaven to us when the last third of the night remains, saying: "Is 
there anyone to invoke Me, so that I may respond to invocation? Is there 
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anyone to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request? Is there anyone 
seeking My forgiveness, so that I may forgive him.” 10 

2- During and after prayers: such as the opening supplication 

between declaring Allah's Greatness by saying: "Allah's Greater" and 
reciting (Surat Al-Fatihah) such as: 

4S UUakll <jua ^ yjj lAcIj UJs ^QIA <jujj 4/ .' Jc-Lj 

Ajjllj ^3 j3Ij fGlLj ^IjUa^. (JjjiC.! (j4}3l (j a w ' A; y ‘ 1 l_1jj3I 

“O Allah! Set me apart from my sins (faults) as the East and West are set 
apart from each other and clean me from the sins as a white garment is 
cleaned of dirt (after thorough washing). O Allah! Wash off my sins with 
water, snow and hail.”n 

- And one of the opening supplications which include asking Allah 
for forgiveness was narrated by Muslim who reported that Ah (May Allah 
be pleased with him) reported that whenever the Messenger of Allah (May 
Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) started his prayers, he 
would say: 

lg\ A A J ^5 ‘, 'l j (jl (jjSjlUl (jas Ul 4j ftjjk j dl j 44]I jla2 d(jk J 

Cllj! Ul 4_1| U 4431 dlj! ~ gill (jialuudl (Jji Utj djxf dlJljj hi 4 ;^ U Tyualldl d j 4 ^jl4j 
. ~~ M Ul l_i jjdl jk ju U AjI 3 • ^44 ~ q 1 j 0 ....sl ‘ " '*14 . 'V. Uij 4 j dlt 

duf 111 14 ■ ^ v . 1 q j ‘ —j U ' * ^ V- ° q j . ■*>' j dul ill : y. .4 : ^ 4 / U ^14.111 ^... 4.3 4 A I j 

> 4 ' j ‘ ■! dijlliuj ■iK j\ y . ~l ' : ’ i j i4 lit 431 ,_41 ^4' j 44 4 *. 3 : j . 4 4. . j 44 

43I“ ? J-^j3Ij '/ 34 J A 1 jjjkj ^aJ ; 4j . ~i j 4 |A J 14 4 .44 p ^ 111" 


10 HR. Bukhari, 1 1/128, Muslim, 2/36, dari hadits Abu Hurairah. 

1 1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 2/727, Muslim, 5/96, on the authority of Abu Hurairah. 
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^_3 j "dul ill 4_ll U dill Clu! j pMa^l dill ^_Ln 4j ^lc-1 dul d j dlS^uji d j dulc-t d j dl^j^uit 
dddl l jn t_]aj djdJI jdl ^1! ( « dud d j3£~ 1 p^l]' » JU u lilj ; M j ad" 'V- dljj 

,^jiuull J 

“I have turned my face to Him, Who created the heavens and the 
earth, upright and I am not of the idolaters. Surely, my prayers, my 
sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the worlds. He 
has no partner. And I have been commanded to do that, and I am the first 
Muslim. O Allah! You are the Owner. There is no true god but You. You 
are my Lord, and I am Your servant, I have wronged my self, and I 
acknowledge my sin, so, forgive me all my sins for none forgives the sins 
except You, and guide me to the best morals, for none guides to the best of 
them except You, and turn me away from the bad morals, for none turns me 
away from them but You. Here I am responding to You, and at Your 
pleasure, and all goodness is in Your hands and the evil is not ascribed to 
You. I seek refuge in You, and You guide me. Blessed and Exalted are You, 
I ask You for forgiveness and I repent to You »...Then, he used to say 
towards the end of his prayer between “Tashahhud” and the concluding 
salutations: "(O Allah! Forgive my former and latter sins, which I have done 
secretly and those which I have done openly, and that I have wronged 
others, and those defaults of mine about which You have better knowledge 
than I have. You alone can send whomever You will to Paradise, and You 
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Alone can send whomever You will to Hell-fire. None has the right to be 
worshipped but You.” 12 

And in another narration of “Muslim”: He used to say after the 
concluding salutations, not between “Tashahhud” and the concluding 
salutations: “O Allah! Forgive my former and latter sins ” 

- And the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him) used to recite in his bowing: 

^1 jic.1 fkgll) dftAjj Ujj -fllN J ■ I 

"O Allah! You are free from imperfection and I begin with praising You. 
Forgive my sins.” 13 

- And while prostrating, the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, 
and peace be upon him) said: 

elc.dl iY'. *’ tlfe 6 uj -*2 tla 

"A slave becomes nearest to his Lord when he is in prostration. So increase 
supplications while prostrating.” 14 

And the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon 
him) used to recite in his prostrating: 

ojjjij AjjjULj o jidj jl j j 1 


12 Narrated by Muslim, 6/76. 

13 Narrated by A1 - Bukhari, 2/281, Muslim, 4/201, on the authority of Aishah. 

14 Narrated by Muslim, 4/200, on the authority of Abu Hurairah. 
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“O Allah! Forgive all my sins, the small and the great, the first and the last, 
the open and the secret .” 15 

- And between the two prostrations, the Prophet (May Allah exalt 
his mention, and peace be upon him) used to say: 

^ jicl jic.1 

“O my Lord! Forgive me. O my Lord! Forgive me .” 16 
Abu Bakr (May Allah be pleased with him) said to the Prophet 
(May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) “Teach me an 
invocation so that I may invoke Allah with it in my prayer.” He said: 

jl j dljjc. (j-a Sjii-a ^ jic.13 dljt Uj jiij Uj I LalL t " iLTL ^jl <_)a 

~ i-v jjaid dij! alijl 

“Say: O Allah! I have done great injustice to myself and none except You 
forgives sins, so please forgive me and be Merciful to me as You are the 
Forgiver, the Merciful.” 1? 

Some scholars said that it should be recited after “Tashahhud”. 


And in “Sahih Muslim”, Thauban (May Allah be pleased with 
him) reported: Whenever the Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him) finished his prayer, he would beg 
forgiveness three times, and then he would say: 

. pdJ! fpl 


15 Narrated by Muslim, 4/201, on the authority of AbuHurairah. 

16 Narrated by Nasa'i, 2/232, Ahmad, 5/398, Ibn Majah, 898, on the authority of Hudhaifah. 

17 Narrated by A1 - Bukhari, 2/317, Muslim, 17/28, on the authority of Abdullah bin Amr. 
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"O Allah! You are the Bestower of security and security comes from You; 
Blessed are You. O Possessor of glory and honour!)." 

Al-Walid said: I asked Al-Auza'i (one of the subnarrators of this Hadith): 
"How forgiveness should be sought?" He replied: "Say: I seek Forgiveness 
from Allah. I seek Forgiveness from Allah." 

So, asking Allah for forgiveness accompanies the Muslim during his prayer 
from its beginning to its end. Nay, it accompanies him after the end of his 
prayer. 

3 - And, asking Allah for forgiveness is praiseworthy at the end of matters, 
such as assemblies. Abu Dawud reported that Abu Barzah (May Allah be 
pleased with him) reported: Towards the end of his life, the Messenger of 
Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) would say 
before leaving an assembly: 

AjI d cjtas " ' u—jjj! j d duf ill 4II U j! 4 di - ~ ' j l:' 1 : ' . 11 

n -A d l ^3 (jjfd lid 0 du3 du£ da 


“O Allah! You are free from imperfection; and I begin with praising You. I 
testify that there is no true god except You, I ask Your forgiveness and turn 
to You in repentance." 

A man once said to him: "O Messenger of Allah! You have spoken such 
words as you have never uttered before." He said, "It is an expiation of that 
which goes on in the assembly." 18 

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar said in “ Al-Fath ”: Its chain “Sanad” is good. 


18 Narrated by Abu Dawud, 5/182. 
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- And, whenever the Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him) went out of a lavatory, he would say: 

idil JSC. 

“I seek Your forgiveness.” 19 

- And, it was mentioned before that the prayer should be ended by 
seeking forgiveness, it is the same whether it is before the concluding 
salutations or after it. As regards its being before the concluding salutations, 
we mentioned the tradition of Abu Bakr as a proof for it, as some scholars 
said that it should be recited after “Tashahhud”. 

And as regards its being after the concluding salutations, we mentioned the 
tradition of Thauban as a proof for it. 

- And during pilgrimage, Allah, the Exalted, said: 

\ jjJAj jjift <411 £)! All) IjjiSulalj i iua. ^ IjitajSi 

“Then depart from the place whence all the people depart and ask Allah for 
His Forgiveness. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful.” (Al- 
Baqarah: 199) 

- Towards the end of his life, after “Surat An-Nasr” was revealed 
to him, the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
used to say in his bowing and prostration: 

^1 jic.1 A Y\ \ dL Ajj LjJJ -flit' 1 Alt Aim 

“I honor Allah from all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him. O Allah 
Our Lord! And all the praises are for You. O Allah! Forgive me. ” 20 


19 Narrated by Ahmad, 6/155, on the authority of Aishah. 
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- And the Prophet, (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him) during his last illness just before his death, said: 

(jjij (jl jiet 

“O Allah! Forgive me, bestow Your Mercy on me, and let me join with the 
companions.” 21 

- And Allah has mentioned the story of Nuh (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him), and after He, I honor Him from all what 
(unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him, mentioned the destruction of 
Nuh's people by drowning, He mentioned that Nuh said: 

IjUj ill (jiddail Jj2 Uj j ilaj* ( jjjj (jii ^ ill jlj J jiel ljj 

“O My Lord! Forgive me, and my parents, and him who enters my home as 
a believer, and all the believing men and women. And to 
the Zalimun (polytheists, wrong-doers, and disbelievers, etc.) grant You no 
increase but destruction!" (Nuh: 28) 

- And seeking Allah's Forgiveness after committing a sin is 
praiseworthy. Nay, it is mandatory. Allah, the Exalted, said: 


20 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 4697- Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) said: After the revelation of (Surat) "When the Help 
of Allah comes (to you against your enemies) and the Conquest (of Makkah)" (110:1), the Messenger of Allah (May Allah 
exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) used to recite in every prayer: " Far removed You are from every imperfection, our 
Lord, and all praise is for You, forgive me, O Allah/. ” . Another narration is: the Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him) recited frequently in bowing and prostration: "Far removed You are from every imperfection, 
our Lord, and all praise is for You, forgive me, O Allah!" He elucidated that it has been commanded in the Noble Qur'an to 
recite: "So glorify the Praises of your Lord, and ask for His forgiveness. Verily, He is the One Who accepts the repentance and 
Who forgives". (V. 11 0:1) And he (the Messenger of Allah) acted upon it. Al-Bukhari, 4968, Muslim, 4/201. 

21 Narrated by Muslim, 2444. Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported: While the Prophet (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him) was reclining against me (during his last illness), I heard him saying: "O Allah! Forgive me, 
bestow Your Mercy on me and let me join with the companions.". And “the companions” is explained by another narration 
Muslim reported after this narration denoting that it means: those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace, of the Prophets, the 
Siddiqun (those followers of the Prophets who were first and foremost to believe in them), the martyrs, and the righteous. 
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\ \ • f LuuilJ 1 j I jjifc <dll Alll jiauLij 4..V jgJ2aj ji If^u (jjj 

“And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's 
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (An-Nisa': 
110 ) 

And Allah, the Exalted, said: 

j jSj Cl)3 '-•! u ‘ "" (jj* jj '-■!*' qJ Jjil) (_j_a tiljj jljjjll (jijla SSfLall 

t 1 iJ>{ 

“And perform As-Salat (prayers), at the two ends of the day and in some 
hours of the night. Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds (i.e. small 
sins). That is a reminder (an advice) for the mindful (those who accept 
advice).” (Hud: 1 14) 

And Abd Allah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: 

fit j" AjIc. dil^ta a1 4113 AjIc. aIII ^ 4 III ^4 aLs st^sl [j* L_iU_*at Ua. j (jt 

"tly^ldl 4113 ciAjjlJi (jjaaj ^Jjlll qa Id jj ^L^jII t^j^ 3 

<j-4 :Jl* ??3 a (^it 

“A man kissed a woman and he came to the Prophet (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him) and made a mention of that to him. It was 
(on this occasion) that this verse was revealed: 

“And perform As-Salat (prayers), at the two ends of the day and in some 
hours of the night. Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds (i.e. small 
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sins). That is a reminder (an advice) for the mindful (those who accept 
advice).” (Hud: 1 14) 

That person said, "O Messenger of Allah! Does it concern me only?" 

He said, "It concerns the whole of my nation.” 22 

And this is Yunus (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 

upon him): 

ttUlAuj Ciil d) <UI U J (ji j jUa 1c. jjaS (ji UJadua uAJ jj (jjUl lij 

AVfLuj'Vll (jiddall <jA ClA 

“And (remember) Dhan-Nun (Jonah), when he went off in anger, and 
imagined that We shall not punish him (i.e. the calamites which had 
befallen him)! But he cried through the darkness (saying): “none has the 
right to be worshipped but You, Glorified (and Exalted) are You [above all 
that (evil) they associate with You. Truly, I have been of the wrong-doers." 
(Al-Anbiya': 87) 

And when Allah commanded the believers to lower their gaze 
(from looking at forbidden things), He said after that: 


“And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, O believers! That you may be 
successful (An-Nur: 31) 

So, after committing a sin, every slave should hasten to beg Allah 
to forgive him this sin specially, and all his sins in general, so that he may 
meet Him with his sins forgiven. 


22 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 4687, Muslim, 2763. 
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- And seeking Allah's Forgiveness during the eclipse of the sun and 
moon is praiseworthy, as the sun and the moon are two signs amongst the 
signs of Allah, the Most High, with which He frightens His devotees. And 
the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

ojl l j Ajlc. j j Ijc. dlli qa 112: I3la 

“So when you see anything thereof, proceed to remember Allah, invoke 
Him and ask for His forgiveness.” 23 

- And seeking Allah's Forgiveness is praiseworthy when the 
Muslim gets up at night, while he is at bed, as Al-Bukhari reported that 
'Ubada bin As-Samit (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the 
Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

^ V. j&j ' aIj tdLdl d d . U ill Al\ U dla3 Jjlil £ja jUj ^ja 

Hi jl "jHi ^111 'ji p dh di Uj jjk Uj yiij aIii di yj uj 4 ii d) 

Ajlfua hAA tliajJ [jla a1 

"Whoever gets up at night and says :( None has the right to be worshipped 
but Allah. He is the Only One and has no partners. For Him is the Kingdom 
and all the praises are due for Him. He is the Omnipotent. All the praises 
are for Allah. All the glories are for Allah. And none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah, And Allah is Greater, And there is neither Might nor 
Power Except with Allah). And then says :( O Allah! Forgive me). Or 
invokes (Allah), he will be responded to and if he performs ablution (and 
prays), his prayer will be accepted.” 24 


23 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 2/545, Muslim, 6/214, on the authority of Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari. 

24 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 3/39. 
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- And seeking Allah's Forgiveness is praiseworthy when the 
Muslim gets up at night to pray, as Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported that 
Ibn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) said that the Prophet (May 
Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) used to invoke Allah at 
night, saying: 

Clil jVi nil tdLo tdl ' , ~\\ q Cljl jL nil *j3 dui dakll dll ^lll 

dllj ^ya^jtllj djl jVi ill dllo dill dakll dllj ^;ll I j djl ja. ill j yl dut dokll dll j 

.lak«aj jd. ^jjjjjllj jllll j All j dllj^j dljlalj Jjkll did- j j ddll djjt dokll 

dhj ddjt dLlIj dJSjJ dhlc. j dlLai dhj ddaLuii dll A ' ^2, <C.Udlj -f ■ j < '\r- <111 ^1. 

djji j ^ddoll djjt djjlc-t Uoj Uoj djjdt Uoj djladl Co ^1 jic.1^ ‘ " d dLllj — 1 <. 

dl ’j£. <11 U jt Idll 111 <11 U ^1>1! 

"O Allah! All the Praises are for You. You are the Lord of the Heavens and 
the Earth. All the Praises are for You; You are the Maintainer of the 
Heavens and the Earth and whatever is in them. All the Praises are for You; 
You are the Light of the Heavens and the Earth. Your Word is the Truth, 
Your Promise is the Truth, the Meeting with You is the Truth, Paradise is 
the Truth, the (Hell) Fire is the Truth, and the Hour is the Truth. O Allah! I 
surrender myself to You, I believe in You, I depend upon You, I repent to 
You, with You (Your evidences) I stand against my opponents, and to You I 
leave the judgment (for those who refuse my message). O Allah! Forgive 
my former and latter sins, which I have done secretly and those which I 
have done openly. You Alone can send whomever You will to Paradise, and 
You Alone can send whomever You will to Hell-fire. None has the right to 
be worshipped but You .” 25 

- And seeking Allah's Forgiveness is praiseworthy at other times at 
which the supplication is praiseworthy, as seeking Allah's Forgiveness is a 


25 Narrated by A1 Bukhari, 3/3, Muslim, 6/53. 
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type of supplication, as it is a supplication of seeking Allah's Forgiveness, 
even though, as I mentioned before, the gateways of repentance are open all 
the time, as the Honest Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him) said: 

iJjllI A) fi > >■ n j cJ^kj ‘ »• jj (Jk.j 3^ kill ul 

“Allah, the Exalted, will continue to stretch out His Hand in the night so 
that the sinners of the day may repent, and continue to stretch His Hand in 
the daytime so that the sinners of the night may repent, until the sun rises 
from the west” 26 

And one of the bedouins said, "O Messenger of Allah! Tell me 
something to which I may hold fast." He said: 

3il J&il LJaj tdil . it (Jljj 

"Keep your tongue wet with the remembrance of Allah.” 27 

Some forms of seeking Allah's Forgiveness from the Holy Qur'an: 

T A o a jidlJ j waalt eLljj Ujj Cl! I jift Uidaij UL&u 
"We hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You 
is the return (of all)." (Al-Baqarah: 285) 


26 Narrated by Muslim, 17/76, on the authority of Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari, but, as it is known, Allah, the Exalted, has preferred 
some times to others, some months to others, some days to others, and some hours to others. 

27 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi, 5/548, Ibn Majah, 2/1246, on the authority of Abdullah bin Busr (May Allah be pleased with 
him). 
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U U£ui Vj Ujj LiLi QA (jjjlt AjIaa. US i j2a) Ujlc. jaaj V j Ujj UUaijjl In. in j! Uiil jj V Ujj 

YAl'a jS2|{ ^jjkiil II)Lajla UYja Cn\ UUjl j 12 j^cl j Uc Lie I J <b 12 AiUa V 

"Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into error, our Lord! Lay not 
on us a burden like that which You did lay on those before us (Jews and 
Christians); our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than we have strength 
to bear. Pardon us and grant us Forgiveness. Have mercy on us. You are 
our Maula (Patron, Suppor-ter and Protector, etc.) and give us victory over 
the disbelieving people." (Al-Baqarah: 286) 

\ 1 jljJiC j! { jUll i—ilic USj UjjjJ US jiell UaI Ujj Ujj 

"Our Lord! We have indeed believed, so forgive us our sins and save us 
from the punishment of the Fire." (Aal-’Imran: 16) 

*01! Vj ijjjjll ji* J fjaj IjjSSuLilS <Ull IjjSj ..atl IjaIU jj 4_JUli j jlx2 |jj jj jllj 

\ T 8<jljjifr Jl{ jjaIxj Ijlil U yfc Ijjjjaj jdj 

“And those who, when they have committed Fahishah (illegal sexual 
intercourse etc.) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask 
forgiveness for their sins; - and none can forgive sins but Allah - And do not 
persist in what they have done, while they know.” (Aal-'Imran: 135) 

Ujjdilj UaIJ3( Uuj j Uja! (jk Uiljuijj UjjjJ 12 jiel Ujj Ijllii ji Vj j'^ 1 jU La j 

1 1 VjljAC Ji{ jjjaLUl f I 

“And they said nothing but:"Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and our 
transgressions (in keeping our duties to You), establish our feet firmly, and 
give us victory over the disbelieving folk." (Aal-’Imran: 147) 

UjULj. Uc- jiSj UjjjJ U2 jicli Ujj UaIS jlijjj ijlai (j! jLaj^U jjUj LjUa Uxjujj Ujj Ujj 

1 5 f jljAC Ji{ jljjVl j-j Ulj2j 
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"Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and remit from us our evil deeds, and make 
us die in the state of righteousness along with Al-Abrar (those who are 
obedient to Allah and follow strictly His Orders).” (Aal-’Imran: 193) 

<011 Ijj&Liti AljjLi. ■ n»‘l Ijidla jj jlj All | qJL ^Uajj ^fj JjLj UIujj! Laj 

1 £ fLuallJ 1 j U jj Alii Ijjkjl jSsuIbIj 

“We sent no Messenger, but to be obeyed by Allah's Leave. If they 
(hypocrites), when they had been unjust to themselves, had come to you 
(Muhammad) and begged Allah's Forgiveness, and the Messenger had 
begged forgiveness for them: indeed, they would have found Allah All- 
Forgiving (One Who accepts repentance), Most Merciful (An-Nisa': 64) 

\ • Lua>j ! jjift <jlS AJll Ail jliluilj 

“And seek the Forgiveness of Allah, certainly, Allah is Ever Oft Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.” (An-Nisa': 106) 

\ \ • f . LuijJlj 1 4JAJ Alii J&j AJLSt jjjjllU A..iL jdlij ji (jjju (JJJ 

“And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's 
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (An-Nisa': 
110 ) 


V £ SajLdlJ jjift AJIlj Ajj jiL. .:J J Alii (jjjjjj its! 


“Will they not repent to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For Allah is Oft 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.”(Al-Ma'idah': 74) 

t o ^ iluYj Ulijij J* 
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“Musa (Moses) said: "O my Lord! Forgive me and my brother, and make us 
enter into Your Mercy, for You are the Most Merciful of those who show 
mercy." (Al-Ma'idah': 151) 

Y s S|_i| jftSnj (jjjSlill jji ilulj lla^ jIj US jicli UjSj lui 

“You are our Wall (Protector), so forgive us and have Mercy on us, for You 
are the Best of those who forgive.” (Al-Ma'idah': 155) 

\ • 1 jji luij ll.-La.jij US jieli ll«i llj 


"Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us, and have mercy on us, for You are 
the Best of all who show mercy!" (Al-Mu'minun: 109) 

JUa2 j j 3S il jj j Jam Jl! Uuik C Clla <L)lj 1 jjjj pj <jij 

Vjj*{ jjji fjj Lilie jiilSc. Lilii Ijljj <j!j 


“And (commanding you): "Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to 
Him in repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term 
appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to every owner of grace (i.e. 
the one who helps and serves needy and deserving, physically and with his 
wealth, and even with good words). But if you turn away, then I fear for you 
the torment of a Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection).” (Hud: 3) 

ijfi *uldl J*2 jj AlSl Ijjjj IjjiSuLil Lj 

8 Y JjA{ IjfjJJ Vj fijji 

"And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him, 
He will send you (from the sky) abundant rain, and add strength to your 
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U pMf Qp jS P 


strength, so do not turn away as Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah)." (Hud: 52) 


t . Jj*{ JjJj £)\ Aj 3 | Ijjjj ju 

"And ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn unto Him in repentance. Verily, 
my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Loving." (Hud: 90) 

5 jjsill ji Ajj (jij fil jisuLii Jli 


“He said: "I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you, verily He! Only He is 
the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful." (Yusuf: 98) 

' • a ijjlAjjtl) jji ejjlj j|j 11! jieli ll-al Ujj 

"Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us, and have mercy on us, for You are 
the Best of all who show mercy!" (Al-Mu'minun: 109) 

\ \ jji £uij jiftl Lij (JSj 


“And say (O Muhammad!): "My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for You 
are the Best of those who show mercy!" (Al-Mu'minun: 118) 

Ijj* jj a! JjiLa, j-ai ylc Aju> I jllS I jjj jj a!!L Ijlal £jjM| Lajj 

iLl (jlaxjf 1! jlih~l I jli aIIL (jjLajj 112 ji il!^ji!f. ii j (jjill a jliil’. nj 

1 Y juAj jjsc Alii Aill # jiiSLil j ^la ciLSi <>d 

“The true believers are only those, who believe in (the Oneness of) Allah 
and His Messenger (Muhammad), and when they are with him on some 
common matter, they go not away until they have asked his permission. 
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Verily! Those who ask your permission, those are they who (really) believe 
in Allah and His Messenger. So if they ask your permission for some affairs 
of theirs, give permission to whom you will of them, and ask Allah for their 
forgiveness. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (An-Nur: 62) 

t t (jl jieli i_ij (Jla 

“He said: "My Lord! Verily, I have wronged myself, so forgive me." (Al- 
Qasas: 16) 

uijjj Ujj Ujj I jib (jjjll U i Ujjla Jxkj Uj jLajULi Ujiiuj jjjll UJIjiUj U1 jiel Ujj 


"Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and 
put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! 
You are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful.” (Al-Hashr: 10) 

g bb'iAAi' | jjj*]| clul Ujj Ujj U1 jicl j IjjiS jj jll <Uj 3 Ul»Al U Ujj 


"Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the disbelievers, and forgive us, Our 
Lord! Verily, You, only You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise." (Al- 
Mumtahinah: 5) 


A^jjajIIJ jjJS JS Ujj U1 jiftlj U jjj U1 jjjui Ujj 


"Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us [and do not put it off till we cross 
over the Sirat (a slippery bridge over the Hell) safely] and grant us 
forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do all things." (At-Tahrim: 8) 
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(jjdln't Jjj Uj dlia jdl j jh- j jit jij J jift I u j 

YA^{ i jU2dl 

"My Lord! Forgive me, and my parents, and him who enters my home as a 
believer, and all the believing men and women. And to the Zalimun 
(polytheists, wrong-doers, and disbelievers, etc.) grant You no increase but 
destruction!" (Nuh: 28) 

Some forms of seeking Forgiveness from the Purified Traditions: 

These are some forms of seeking forgiveness which the chosen 
Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 
At-Tirmidhi narrated on the authority of Bilal bin Yasar bin Zaid, that his 
Father told him that his Grandfather heard the Prophet (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him) saying: 

i '.djll fjja j2 (jlil (jlj d jic. 4jll t_jjjlj jjt, Ul dl U ^ jll dll Jla (jaa 

"He who says: ' (I seek the forgiveness of Allah, there is no true god except 
Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, and I turn to Him in 
repentance),' his sins will be forgiven even if he should have run away from 
the battlefield (while he was engaged in fighting for the Cause of Allah)." 28 

And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

(j-a dL JjC-t Ua dLc.jj r- ^Ic. Utj dhj£. Utj ^ AL djj! Ul dl U ^ J d aM ^]| 

du! U] d Ajla ^ f. jjf j jj ^ Jjt <■** n^-> Ua 

28 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi, 3648, Abu Dawud, 1517, the highly qualified scholar Al-Albani (May Allah have mercy on him) 
said that it is authentic in Sahih Abi Dawud, 1/283 and Sahih At-Tirmidhi, 1/182. 
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“O Allah! You are my Lord. There is no true god but You. You created me 
and I am Your servant, and I abide to Your covenant and promise as best as 
I could. I seek refuge in You from the evil of what I have done. I 
acknowledge Your Grace You have bestowed on me, and I acknowledge 
my sin, forgive me for none forgives sins except you .” 29 

And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

Liljjll djjt dill yi. Ljjj ^ jic.1 C_ij 

“My Lord! Forgive me and pardon me. Indeed, You are the Oft-Returning 
with compassion and Ever Merciful .” 30 

And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

dill jlj dLj C. (j-a djjt Ul L-ljidll jikj Uj I Lslla t " idlki 

^UA.^)1I Jjdtll djlt 

“O Allah! I have done great injustice to myself and none except You 
forgives sins, so please forgive me and be Merciful to me as You are the 
Forgiver, the Merciful .” 31 

And Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported: Prior to his 
demise, the Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him) used to supplicate frequently: 

4jll Alii jiijlJ odakjj <111 d' ' 1 •' 

“Allah is free from imperfection, and I begin with praising Him. I beg 
forgiveness from Allah and I turn to Him in repentance .” 32 

And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 

said: 


29 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 6306, Nasa'i, 464, Imam Ahmad, 4/122. 

30 Narrated by Abu Dawud, 1516, At-Tirmidhi, 3430, Ibn Majah, 3814. 

31 Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

32 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 1/320, Muslim, 4/2078. 
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</■*?■ J <^5 ”jP' fP 1 pd ‘-“1 Pj LfJ^ f* PP-J ^PP*- t^) ’jP' fP 1 

t/P P^ &J (/p- j (p =^ J 

"O Allah! Forgive my errors, ignorance and immoderation in my affairs. 
You are better aware of my faults than myself. O Allah! Forgive my faults 
which I committed in seriousness or in fun, deliberately or inadvertently, 
and all of that has occured.” 33 

And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

<Jjj (J PPj L $J* ij ^ pJJ ^ jjc-l fp! 

“O Allah! Forgive my errors, enlarge my home, and bless my provision.” 34 
And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

( JJ (J£ (j-a 4-ajjjdlj i ^jl (_]£ (j-a aIALjJIj i t t-*VtA J mi Ul ^apl 

jdll (j-a Slkjll j i Ajklll jjaJlj 

“O Allah! I beg You for that which incites Your Mercy and the means of 
Your forgiveness, the safety from every sin, the benefit from every good 
deed, the success in attaining Paradise and deliverance from Fire).” 35 
And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

i j Jdactll <p^P ! pPl * Ipa ^ jic.1 I pill 

ep til pp LiJk^j Yj ^.4) V A3l 

“O Allah! Forgive all my errors and sins. O Allah! Turn away my poverty, 
and guide me to the best deeds and morals, for none guides to the best of 
them, and turns away the worst of them for none turns away the worst of 
them except You.” 36 


33 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 11/196. 

34 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi on the authority of Abu Hurairah. 

35 Narrated by Hakim on the authority of Ibn Mas’ud. 

36 Narrated by At-Tabrani on the authority of Abu Umamah. 
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And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

<_]£ dijij cljji j dijt clulc.1 Uoj cjj Uoj Uo j eluia 1 _a jzL. I ^ * ti l 

la4 

“O Allah! Forgive my former and latter sins, which I have done secretly 
and those which I have done openly, and that I have wronged others, and 
those defaults of mine about which You have better knowledge than I have. 
You Alone can send whomever You will to Paradise, and You Alone can 
send whomever You will to Hell-fire. None has the right to be worshipped 
but You .” 37 


The ranks of seeking Allah's Forgiveness 
The first rank: seeking Allah's Forgiveness by the tongue: 

It has many benefits and blessings, one of its blessings is that it 
leads to seeking Allah's Forgiveness by the heart, and it may be 
accompanied by the Response of Allah, the Most Generous, the Most 
Forgiving. And one of its minor benefits and blessings is that it is better 
than silence, and by it, the slave becomes used to saying good things. 

And by doing it continuously, he becomes attracted to doing good 
deeds, gives up evil deeds and its causes, and hates them. 

And he who says by the tongue only:(I seek Allah's Forgiveness), 
but doesn't repent, if Allah responds to him, his sins will be forgiven, but 
this is unknown to us, so his repentance is considered not valid. 

37 Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of Abu Musa (May Allah be pleased with him). 
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So, whoever said :(It is the repentance of liars), means that it isn't 
repentance as some people think, as repentance is not accomplished with 
insistence, so, seeking Allah's Forgiveness by the tongue even though it is 
good in general, but it is of minor benefit, and it is usually not accepted, as 
the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

Jati (_iB Uco V ^il J 

“Know that Allah doesnot respond to the supplication of an unconscious 
heart not reflecting on the words of the supplication.” 

Imam An-Nawawi reported that Ar-Rabi’ bin Khuthaim said: 
“None of you should say: (I seek Allah's Forgiveness and turn to Him in 
repentance.), for it will be a sin and a lie if he doesnot do. Nay, he should 
say :(0 Allah! Forgive me, and accept my repentance.)” 

Imam An-Nawawi (May Allah have mercy on him) said: “His (Ar- 
Rabi’) speech is good as regards (O Allah! Forgive me, and accept my 
repentance.), but I donot agree with him as regards his believing that saying 
:(I seek Allah's Forgiveness) is blameworthy, and his calling it a he, as (I 
seek Allah's Forgiveness) means:(I need His Forgiveness), and there is no 
he in this speech.” 

The second rank with the near fruits: seeking Allah's Forgiveness by 
the heart: It is very effective in purifying the hearts from its impurities, 
very beneficial, and highly rewarded from Allah. By it, Allah removes the 
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troubles and glooms, sends His Mercies and Blessings, and turns away the 
evils. 

The third rank with the perfect virtues: seeking Allah's Forgiveness by 
the heart and tongue: It reforms the body and the heart, and it is the source 
of success and good things. Nay, it is the best benefit and the collection of 
blessings. By it forgiveness and mercies descend, the reward for good deeds 
is doubled, the bad deeds are expiated, the ranks are raised, and the deeds 
are blessed. It is the origin of happiness. By it the hearts are refined, 
complete purification of the sins occur, and calamities are pushed away 
from all creatures . 38 

The virtue of seeking Allah's Forgiveness: 

Allah, the Exalted, said: 

V} tjjjill jixj Qaj a! IjjisuLila kill 1 jj£j '“.atl j^klla j\ IjlxS 1 3| (jj jllj 

\ T 8(jl>afr Jl{ CjJ^u jJkj IjJia La ylt jdj 

“And those who, when they have committed Fahishah (illegal sexual 
intercourse etc.) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask 
forgiveness for their sins; - and none can forgive sins but Allah - And do not 
persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know.” (Aal-'Imran: 

135 ) 

Alqamah and Al-Aswad reported: Abd Allah bin Mas’ud (May Allah 
be pleased with him) said : "There is no slave who commits a sin then 


Look: Jamawi’ Al-Istighfarat Al-Kubra, P: 55. 
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recites the following two verses, and asks Forgiveness of Allah but Allah, 
the Exalted, will forgive him. 

) V G(j! Ji( iQ 1 i jl A . Ali Uj 

"And those who, when they have committed Fahishah (illegal sexual 
intercourse etc.) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask 
forgiveness for their sins; - and none can forgive sins but Allah - And do not 
persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know."(Aal-'Imran: 135) 

y y • f LuijJl j Lajaj kill kill jSjlluu jU kujAj jillaj j! If Jjju ijj>j 


“And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's 
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful." (An-Nisa': 
110 )" 

And Allah, the Exalted, said: 

T j^alll( LI jj (jLS kll o jiilLil j eLj t.k < 


“So glorify the Praises of your Lord, and ask for His Forgiveness. Verily, 

He is the One Who accepts the repentance and forgives." (An-Nasr: 3) 

And Allah, the Exalted, said: 

I V (jl j-aC. Jij jIaLiVL (jjjiluLiullj jALUll _5 qi nltllj (jjSJlLallj (jjjjtLall 

"(They are) those who are patient ones, those who are true (in Faith, words, 
and deeds), those who are obedient with sincere devotion in worship to 
Allah, those who spend [give the Zakat and alms in the Way of Allah] and 
those who pray and beg Allah's Pardon in the last hours of the night. "(Aal- 
'Imran: 17) 


61 



The second safeguard 




And the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
used to say: 


jic. | y \\\ Uj j .. t. .. 

“I honor Allah from all what (unsuitable things) is ascribed to Him. O Allah 
Our Lord! And all the praises are for You. O Allah! Forgive me .” 39 

And it was reported that he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him) said: 

U cLja. (j-a 43 j J j >1 Or?J fA (J£ Ur* *dll (JLk jl q»J . . Ul ( j r a jjSt /yr 


"If anyone constantly seeks pardon (from Allah), Allah will appoint for him 
a way out of every distress and a relief from every anxiety, and will provide 
sustenance for him from where he expects not ” 40 

And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

(JJJLiui pS Jjll 4 j1I 4 UI j jlMni U 

“I supplicate Allah for forgiveness and turn to Him in repentance a seventy 
times in a day .” 41 

He said that though his sins of the past and the future have been forgiven, 
and he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

4 IJI J j» nu ll ^jIj t5 lc. (jUdl 4jl 


39 Narrated by Ahmad, Al-Musnad, 1/392, Al-Baihaqi, As-Sunan Al-Kubra, 2/109, Ibn Khuzaimah, 847, and mentioned by Ibn 
Hajar, Fathul Bari, 8/733, Al-Hindi, KanzAl- ‘Ummal, 4728. 

40 Narrated by Ahmad, Al-Musnad, 2234, Al-Hakim, Al-Mustadrak, 4/262, , At-Thabrani, Al-Mu’jam Al-Awsat, 2/77, and 
mentioned by Az-Zubaidi, Ithaf As-Sadah Al-Muttaqin, 5/56. 

41 Narrated by Ibn Majah, 3816, Ahmad, Al-Musnad, 2/450, and mentioned by Al-Haithami, Majma' Az-Zawa'id, 10/208. 
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“Sometimes I perceive a veil over my heart, and I supplicate Allah for 
forgiveness a hundred times in a day .” 42 

And he (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

^ tlfe 4 (jl-* (jjj -A P 11 nil J15 

"He who says: ' (I seek the forgiveness of Allah, there is no true god except 
Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, and I turn to Him in 
repentance),' his sins will be forgiven even if he should have run away from 
the battlefield (while he was engaged in fighting for the Cause of Allah ).” 43 

And Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) said: the Prophet 
(May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said to me: "If you 
have committed a sin, ask Forgiveness of Allah, and repent to Him, as the 
repentace is the remorse and asking Forgiveness of Allah." 

And the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon 
him) used to say for asking Forgiveness of Allah: 

^ 4j pci Cjjt Uj ^ Jp-j "j£l 

djjl Clulc.1 Uaj Clj j Uaj CjjaI Uaj Ccs-iS Ha ^ jic.1 ^ AjC dl)3 (J£j 3 

f ^Pc. d^lj dutj ^ 'L*' 4j pc.1 Uaj 

“O Allah! Forgive my errors, ignorance and immoderation in my affairs. 
You are better aware of my faults than myself. O Allah! Forgive my faults 
which I committed in seriousness or in fun, deliberately or inadvertently, 
and all of that has occured. O Allah! Forgive my former and latter sins, 
which I have done secretly and those which I have done openly, and that I 


42 Narrated by Muslim, 2702, the veil in this tradition means what covers the heart. 

43 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi, 3648, Abu Dawud, 1517, the highly qualified scholar Al-Albani (May Allah have mercy on him) 
said that it is authentic in Sahih Abi Dawud, 1/283 and Sahih At-Tirmidhi, 1/182. 
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have wronged others, and those defaults of mine about which You have 
better knowledge than I have. You Alone can send whomever You will to 
Paradise, and You Alone can send whomever You will to Hell-fire. None 
has the right to be worshipped but You .” 44 

Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) said: Abu Bakar (May Allah 
be pleased with him) said: the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and 
peace be upon him) said: 

<1 Jjj! jZC- VI Jjj! U.I 1 j ^L-aja jajij Jail Lljj t V' \ ' 'r. La 

"There is no man who commits a sin then purifies himself perfectly 
(performs ablution), then asks for the Forgiveness of Allah but Allah will 
forgive him." Then the Prophet recited this verse: 

All) Vi ji» j Ljjij IjjijuLili aUI 1jj£j ■ A' Ijidla j\ Ijiis |j| Ly jllj 

) T 8<j' Jl{ Ijiia l-» Ijj-isj jdj 

“And those who, when they have committed Fahishah (illegal sexual 
intercourse etc.) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask 
forgiveness for their sins; - and none can forgive sins but Allah - And do not 
persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know.” (Aal-'Imran: 
135)” 45 

And Abu Hurairah said: the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, 
and peace be upon him) said: 


44 HR. Ahmad, Al-Musnad, 4/55, Al-Haithami, Majma' Az-Zawa 'id, 10/177, Ibn Abi Syaibah, Al-Musannaf, 10/281, Al- 
Baihaqi, Al-Asma ' wa As-Sifat, 85. 

45 Mentioned by Az-Zubaidi, Ithaf As-Sadah Al-Muttaqin, 8/603, Al-Hindi, Kanz Al- ‘Ummal, 10277, Al-‘Iraqi, Al-Mughni ‘an 
Haml Al-Asfar, 1/314. 
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31 j (jlj Ajla Jq ■ ^ jqy'i.il j ^yjj l_Aj ,jla 4 jII ^ c.Ij a*K\ CjjIS L-ud 131 (jl 

(jljall ^ (jkj jc- ^lll jS3 (^33l JjjII tSili 4 jJI jJju iliil j"; Jc. (jl j (Jj US 

M JJ ; Ufl 

“If the believer sins, there will be a black spot in his heart, if he repents and 
seeks forgiveness, his heart will be refined, and if he insists, it will increase 
until it covers his heart. That is the rust (Ar- Ran) which Allah, the 
Almighty, mentioned in the Qur'an: 

"Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering of sins and evil deeds) which 
they used to eam."(Al-Mutaffifin: 14) 46 

And Abu Hurairah said: the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, 
and peace be upon him) said: 

jl at j , . Lj (Jjaja o3a ^ j 13 cJjsjS ^jl. ,41 ynd] j4l ^3 cJ^-j (j I 

aiajj 


“Surely, Allah, the Exalted, raises the grade of the rightous slave in 
Paradise, so he says: O my Lord! How could I reach this grade? Allah, the 
Exalted, says: By seeking your child forgiveness for you. " 

And the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon 
him) said: 

“If a slave commits a sin then he says :( O Allah, forgive my sin), Allah 
says :( My slave committed a sin and then he realized that he has a Lord 


Narrated by Ahmad, 2/297, At-Tirmidhi, Al-Jami’, 3334. 
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U pMf Qp jS P 


Who forgives the sin and punishes for the sin. O My slave do whatever you 
like, as I have granted forgiveness to you .” 47 

And the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon 
him) said: 

jic.1 lil j (jjjlaij Uc. lj LjC. lj (Jkj JjSJ 

jic.1 j . ,ti 

"Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious, said: “O My slaves! You commit sins 
night and day and I forgive all sins, so seek My Forgiveness and I shall 
forgive you .” 48 

And Abu Hurairah said: the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, 
and peace be upon him) said: 

(jjjiliuiia (jjjj-ij etklj ( Aj aIII Ijjj-d jl ^ mQi jllj 

“By the One in Whose Hand my soul is! If you do not commit sins, Allah 
would replace you with a people who would commit sins and seek 
forgiveness from Allah; and Allah will certainly forgive them .” 49 


Some sayings of Muslim scholars: 

Khalid bin Ma’dan said: Allah, the Exalted, said:" The dearest 
among you to Me are those who have mutual love for the sake of Me, those 
whose hearts are attached to the mosques (i.e. to pray the compulsory 
prayers in the mosque in congregation), and those who beg Allah's Pardon 


47 Mentioned by Al-‘Iraqi, Al-Mughni ‘an Haml Al-Asfar, 10/315. 

48 Narrated by Muslim. 

49 Narrated by Muslim. 
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in the last hours of the night. Those are the slaves whom I do not punish if I 
intend to punish other people” 

And Qatadah said: “Al-Qur'an guides you to your disease and your 
treatment, as regards your disease, it is the sins, and as for your treatment, it 
is seeking forgiveness.” 

And Ali bin Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with him) said: 
“What a strange slave who perishes while the cause of salvation is with him. 
He was asked: What is it? He said: Seeking forgiveness. And he said: Allah, 
the Exalted, never inspires a slave to seek His Forgiveness, while He 
intends to punish him.” 

And Al-Fudail said: “The explanation of the slave's saying:(I seek 
Allah's Forgiveness.) is : O Allah! Save me.” 

And some scholars said: “The slave is fluctuated between a sin and 
a grace, which are not reformed but by seeking the Forgiveness of Allah, 
and ascribing all the praises to Him." 

And Al-Fudhail said: “Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah without 
giving up is the repentance of liars.” 

And Rabi’ah Al-‘Adawiyah said: “Our seeking the Forgiveness of 
Allah needs a lot of seeking Forgiveness.” 

And some scholars said: “He who seeks the Forgiveness of Allah 
without remorse mocks at Allah while he knows not.” 


67 



The second safeguard 


And a bedouin said while he was holding the covering of the 
Ka'ba: "O Allah! Surely, my seeking Your Forgiveness with my insistence 
is a plot, and my leaving of seeking Your Forgiveness with my knowledge 
of Your expanded Pardon is disability. How many times You grant me 
graces with Your unnecessity for me, and how many times I commit sins 
with my necessity for You. O He who fulfills His Promise if He promises, 
and forgives if He threatens! Forgive my great sin by Your Pardon, O the 
Best of those who show mercy!” 

Abu Abd Allah Al-Warraq used to supplicate saying: “O Allah! I 
seek Your forgiveness for what I repented to You from, then I returned to it. 
And I seek Your forgiveness for what I promised You to do, then I didn't 
fulfill it. And I seek Your forgiveness for what I pretended that I seeked 
Your Face while doing it, but my heart was affected by what You know. 
And I seek Your forgiveness for the graces You bestowed on me, but I used 
them in disobeying You. 

O All-Knower of the unseen and the seen! I seek Your forgiveness for every 
sin I committed secretly or openly 50 

Hold fast to seeking forgiveness, and remember seeking 
forgiveness of the Infallible (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him), as no slave is free from sin but the Prophets. 


Look: Al-Adhkar wa Ad-Da ’awat. Sheikh Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali, P : 74. 
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Hold fast to seeking forgiveness, as it is the strongest fortress against the 
occurrence of faults and calamities. 

If you commit a sin, you must seek forgiveness, as these sins have 
been bound to your necks before your birth, and persisting in it is the 
destruction. 

I am astonished at him who despairs of Allah's Mercy, while he 
has the erazor (seeking forgiveness). 

Do not neglect seeking forgiveness even though you have 
committed the sin since a long time, as you are sure of the sin, while the 
forgiveness is suspected. 

He whom Allah has bestowed a grace on, should ascribe all the 
praises and thanks to Him. And, he whose provision was delayed, should 
seek forgiveness. 

The slave must renew the repentance to Allah and increase seeking 
His Forgiveness for every sin to which his heart is attached. 

The repentance is not to forget his sin, not to persist in it, and to 
repent and seek forgiveness every time he sins. 

There are some hearts which seek forgiveness before committing a 
sin, so, they are rewarded before doing a good deed. 

Checking body parts every morning and evening for thanking for 
its well being, seeking forgiveness for its sins, and purifying the faith by 
repentance and eating allowed food. 
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Hold fast to seeking forgiveness, if you could not, hold fast to 
doing good deeds, and I can not find an execuse for you for not holding fast 
to doing good deeds, as it is the first degree of ascending. 


Some selections about seeking Forgiveness of Allah 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for my knowledge and my deeds 
I seek Allah's Forgiveness for my greed and my hope. 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for the evil I have committed and my 
wronging in my early days. 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for what may have been concealed or revealed 
and the (evil) deed which pleases myself 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for my envy, inferiority, self-conceit, might , and 
plots 


I seek Allah's Forgiveness for my sense and myself 
I seek Allah's Forgiveness for my secret and apparent deeds 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for an unknown idolatry, my disobedience, my 
criminality and my errors. 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for my delusion, whisper and a plot of myself I 
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may imagine. 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for denial of the grace of Allah who bestowed on 
me a great grace. 


A poem of seeking Forgiveness of Allah 

I seek Forgiveness of Allah, the Lord of pardon, for my faults, a Merciful 
Lord, giving goodness eternally 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for hurting the creatures of men, jinns, other 
animals and Angels. 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for falling into doubtful things, and eating 
forbidden or blameworthy foods. 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for exhibiting my wisdom, while my heart is full 
of faults. 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for my famess from Allah's Way, innovations, 
evil, oppression, and niggardliness. 

I seek Allah's Forgiveness for my pride and arrogance, which have changed 
for me the seas of goodness into a small spring. 

Some of the treasures of seeking Allah's Forgiveness: 

O Allah! If I do not deserve Your Mercy, It deserves to embrace 
me, as it embraces all things, O the Best of those who show mercy! 

O Allah! Forgive my former and latter sins, which I have done 
secretly and those which I have done openly, and that I have wronged 
others, and those defaults of mine about which You have better knowledge 
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than I have. You Alone can send whomever You will to Paradise, and You 
Alone can send whomever You will to Hell-fire. None has the right to be 
worshipped but You. Forgive me. 

O Allah! Forgive all my sins, the small and the major, the first and 
the last, the open and the secret. I acknowledge Your Grace You have 
bestowed on me, and I acknowledge wronging my self. O the Great! 
Forgive me as no one forgives the major sins but the Great Lord. 

O Allah! I seek Your forgiveness for what I repented to You from, 
then I returned to it. 

And I seek Your forgiveness for what I promised You to do, then I 
didn't fulfill it. 

And I seek Your forgiveness for what I pretended that I seeked 
Your Face while doing it, but my heart was affected by what You know. 

O All-Knower of the unseen and the seen! I seek Your forgiveness 
for every sin I committed secretly or openly. 

O Allah! You are my Lord. There is no true god but You. You 
created me and I am Your servant, and I abide to Your covenant and 
promise as best as I could. I seek refuge in You from the evil of what I have 
done. I acknowledge Your Grace You have bestowed on me, and I 
acknowledge my sin, forgive me for none forgives sins except you. 
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I seek the Forgiveness of Allah, the Great, there is no true god 
except Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, neither slumber, nor 
sleep overtakes Him, and I turn to Him in repentance. 

O Allah! Your Forgiveness embraces my sins, and Your Mercy is 
better for me than my deeds. 


The great effect of seeking the Forgiveness of Allah and some of its 
benefits: 

1 . It makes the slave used to continuous feeling of acknowledgement of 
his sin and omission, and decreasing the frequency of it leads to pride 
and boasting of the worship, as if he regards it as a favour to his Lord. 
And, he who has this feeling, deserves Allah's Hatred and repelling of 
his deeds, whatever they are. As regards the slave who seeks the 
Forgiveness of Allah frequently, he deserves to be accepted by Him, 
and to be guided to other good deeds. 

2. It renews the life, removes the effects of the calamities on the heart, and 
illuminates the mind. Have you not seen how Allah commanded His 
Prophet Muhammad (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon 
him) after the battle of Uhod, and his companions' disobeying of his 
orders not to leave their places? 
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So, when this occurred, Allah commanded him saying: 

' 0 k J'{ J4i\ J* j 'tfl Licii 


“so pass over (their faults), and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them; and 
consult them in the affairs." (Aal-'Imran: 159) 

These are three divine orders to the Prophet inspite of what they did. 

It is the divine Mercy and the Prophetic kindness, the Messenger asks 
Allah's Forgiveness for them for what they did, and this asking for 
Allah's Forgiveness made them forget what happened, and removed the 
effects of this disobedience from them, so their lives were renewed, and 
they (May Allah be pleased with them, and please them) were pleased 
with that. 

3. It purifies the faults and omission during the worship, such as the 
internal speech of oneself, or even the speech of the tongue, as what the 
pilgrim does of sexual relations (with his wife), sin, and disputing 
unjustly, so seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently removes the 
effects of that by Allah's Mercy. Allah, the Most High, said: 

\ 5 5 5 jiill{ jLuLj jjift kill £l kill 1jji*2l«lj tjjllll jjialii dui. ‘(y Ijilajsi ^2 


"Then depart from the place whence all the people depart and ask Allah for 
His Forgiveness. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful." (Al- 
Baqarah: 199) 

4. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently leads to the forgiveness of 
the sins by Allah's Will. Allah, the Most High, said: 

\ \ • p luullj Lajaj kill kill j&juImj pj kujij pJ2aj jl Jjju (jjaj 
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“And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's 
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful."(An-Nisa': 
110 ) 

This means that He forgives the great sin for the slave who seeks 
Allah's Forgiveness, and repents to Him 

5. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently leads to guidance to the 
good deeds which deserve the reward, and repel the punishment, as 
seeking the Forgiveness of Allah is a good deed, and the good deed 
leads to more good deeds, and this occurs by Allah's Guidance and 
Hospitality. 

6. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently leads to clearness of the 
heart, its purification from moral impurities, and its submission to Him, 
as the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

s J* f jj Lis <Sll jiijLitl ^1 j Je. jtkjl 4 jI 

"Sometimes I perceive a veil over my heart, and I supplicate Allah for 
forgiveness a hundred times in a day.” 51 

7. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah preserves the health, increases the 
strength, removes the psychic weakness, relax the conscience, calms 
the nerves, and strengthen the proof. Hud said: 

Vj J) jJiJjjj ijljAa jJule pLtldl Juijj “Glj Ijjjj j Ijj&uLal Lj 
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"And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him, 
He will send you (from the sky) abundant rain, and add strength to your 
strength, so do not turn away as Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah)." (Hud: 52) 

And the increase in the strength includes every type of strength. 

8. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently increases the trust in Allah 
and His Mercy, and makes the slave near to his Lord, so He bestows 
His Forgiveness and Mercy on him. 

9 . Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently appoints a way out of 
every distress and a relief from every anxiety, increases the provision, 
facilitates its ways, and opens the gates of welfare, as it was reported 
that the Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

U cLja. (j-a La. in (_)£ (j^aj Lk-jS (_)£ (j-a -dJI (Jik jlajLLu:Ul (j-a jjSt 

i \ i .A-s- ^ 

"If anyone constantly seeks pardon (from Allah), Allah will appoint for him 
a way out of every distress and a relief from every anxiety, and will provide 
sustenance for him from where he expects not.” 

10. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah facilitates all matters, prepare its 
doers, and preserves the state of the slave. 
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1 1 . Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently leads to succession of the 
good things, increase of the rainfall, land fertility, and flowing of milk 
copiously. Hud said: 

IjJjjj Vj fijjia fUldl duijj AjI) Ijjjj IjjiSulal Ijj 

o V | (JJLA 


"And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him, 
He will send you (from the sky) abundant rain, and add strength to your 
strength, so do not turn away as Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah)." (Hud: 52) 

12. It prolongs the life and makes it blessed. Allah, the Most High, said: 

r jy>{ Lf A * JU > (^1 LLA lilia Ajll Ijjjj £jij 


" And (commanding you): "Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to 
Him in repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term 
appointed." ( Hud: 3) 

13. It saves the slave from the frightful horrors of the Day of Resurrection. 
Allah, the Most High, said: 

^ j 3^ Cjjjj Ja.1 ^11 L ni-% aj j IjjiauLul jjij 

iffc 5^' <J\ l 1 ") ji£ fji IjljS Olj 

£.rj>{ 3^4 


"And (commanding you): "Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to 
Him in repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term 
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appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to every owner of grace (i.e. 
the one who helps and serves needy and deserving, physically and with his 
wealth, and even with good words). But if you turn away, then I fear for you 
the torment of a Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection) (3) To Allah is 
your return, and He is Able to do all things (4) " (Hud: 3-4) 

14. It doubles the reward for the good deeds, removes the retribution of the 
evil deeds, and raises the grades. Allah, the Most High, said: 


Aluai (Jl 3S Cjjjj Jujla J\ UuA iftl pS i u M Ajll Ijjjj pj pi jj <jij 

rj>{ 


"And (commanding you): "Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to 
Him in repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term 
appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to every owner of grace 
"(Hud: 3) 

Ibn Mas’ud (May Allah be pleased with him) explained this part of this 
verse 

Adliaa Ji $ ejjjj 


"... and bestow His abounding Grace to every owner of grace ..." (Hud: 3) 

Saying: "Whoever brings an evil deed shall have only the recompense of the 
like thereof, and whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like 
thereof to his credit." And seeking the Forgiveness of Allah is one of the 
greatest deeds. 
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15. It is a cause of good enjoyment during this worldy life, which includes 
all what the slave enjoys of allowed things as the wife, the children, the 
house, the means of transport. . .etc. 

16. Whoever asks the Forgiveness of Allah and turn to Him in repentance 
frequently, is near to Him, and deserves the response to his 
supplication. Saleh said to his people: 

1 ViA b! ajjisuLili 

"..then ask forgiveness of Him and turn to Him in repentance. Certainly, my 

Lord is Near (to all by His Knowledge), Responsive." (Hud: 61) 

17. Whoever asks the Forgiveness of Allah is near to His Mercy, Love, and 
Courteousness, as He is the Most Merciful, Most Loving for the seekers 
for His Forgiveness, and the repenting to Him. Shu'aib said: 

t . j>{ jjij ^.j ‘gj ijAkLaj 

"And ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn unto Him in repentance. Verily, 

my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Loving." (Hud: 90) 

18. It leads to the love of Allah, and enough is that as a grace. Allah, the 
Most High, said: 

Y Y YSjjLilj Luuj (jjjljlSl uaj “dll £)1 
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“Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him in repentance and loves those 
who purify themselves (by taking a bath and cleaning and washing 
thoroughly their private parts, bodies, for their prayers, etc.)" (Al-Baqarah: 
222 ) 

And " those who turn unto Him in repentance" means the seekers for His 
Forgiveness. 

19. It expiates the sins and raises the grades, as the Prophet (May Allah 
exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 


to ) A ^1 Ljj U ^ll!Lall ynd) jp- u| 

“Surely, Allah, the Exalted, raises the grade of the rightous slave in 
Paradise, so he says: O my Lord! How could I reach this grade? Allah, the 
Exalted, says: By seeking your child My forgiveness for you.” 52 

20. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently grows in the psyche 
perfecting the character of humiliation and submission to Allah, and 
this removes the boasting of the deeds, and this is a high grade of 
complete slavery, while stopping it or decreasing its frequency denotes 
ascribing righteousness and straightness to oneself, and the slave may 
become arrogant, and think that he is such and such. 


52 Musnad Ahmad, 2/509, . 
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21. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah and repenting to Him frequently 
teach the slave to accept people's execuses, as Allah accepts seeking 
His Forgiveness and repentance to Him, so the slave should do the 
same, as he should deal with their faults towards him in the same way 
he wants Allah to deal with him, as the recompence is of the same kind 
of the deeds, so he should deals with the sins of the creatures towards 
him as he wants Allah to deals with his sins, so his mercy embraces 
them with fulfilling the commands of Allah as regards them. 

22. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah and repenting to Him frequently 
increase the fear of Allah in the heart, so it becomes clear, weeping, 
fearful, easily affected, and regretful all the time. 

23. Whoever asks the Forgiveness of Allah frequently belittle his deeds as 
he knows that the perfect worship of Allah is to obey Him, to be 
grateful to Him, to remember Him as much as possible. 

24. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently removes the chronic 
diseases of the heart, grows the sweetness of obedience in it, makes the 
slave near to Allah, removes his solitude, and increases his eagerness to 
meet his Lord. 

25. It expiates the major sins as running away from the battlefield, as the 
Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) said: 

(jdl (jlj jic. 4j 1I jA Ul a 1 \ U <111 
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" He who says: ' (I seek the Forgiveness of Allah, there is no true god 
except Allah, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, and I turn to Him in 
repentance),' his sins will be forgiven even if he should have run away 
from the battlefield (while he was engaged in fighting for the Cause of 
Allah ).” 53 

26. It helps the slave to sleep, calms his revolting psyche, and removes 
anxiety and evil whispers of Satan. 

27. It intercedes for the dead, leads to his steadfastness in the tomb, and 
alleviate the torment by Allah's Will, as Uthman bin 'Affan (May Allah 
be pleased with him) reported: After the burial of a dead man, the 
Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) would 
stand by the grave and say: 

jLu (jVI (jli dnjjjll Al IjlLuilj V 

"Ask Allah to forgive your brother and supplicate for him for steadfastness 

because he is being questioned (about his deeds) now .” 54 

28. It leads to the Love of Allah, the Most High, and His slaves, and grows 
the love between Muslims. 

29. It eases the travelling for the travellers, protects them from its evils, and 
preserves their families and properties. 

30. If the slave gathers seeking the Forgiveness of Allah, honoring Him 
from imperfection; and glorifying the praises of Him together in the 
time period after the midnoon till sunset and in the time period from 

53 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi, 3648, Abu Dawud, 1517 

54 Narrated by Al-Baihaqi with a good "sanad" , and Abu Dawud. 
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sunrise till before midnoon, the response will be highly expected. And 
this itself is an education of the psyche and a purification of the heart, 
and by this overcoming the psyche occurs at first, then the other form 
of victory in the real life occurs. Allah, the Most High, said: 

s s | jIIjUi j eL j iuj jiloj j jijuLil j (ja. “dll ijjl jjldli 

“So be patient (O Muhammad!). Verily, the Promise of Allah is true, and 
ask forgiveness for your fault, and glorify the praises of your Lord in 
the Ashi (i.e. the time period after the midnoon till sunset) and in 
the Ibkar (i.e. the time period from early morning or sunrise till before 
midnoon)" (Ghafir: 55) 

3 1 . Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently makes the slave think that 
he has no grace or right on any one of Allah's slaves, as he knows that 
there are many slaves who are better than him and doing more good 
deeds with higher level of sincerity, while he who seeks the 
Forgiveness of Allah and repents to Him rarely, is characterized by 
continuous blaming of people, complaining of their neglecting to give 
him his rights, and discontentment with them and they are more 
discontented with him. 

32. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah and repentance to Him frequently 
busy the slave with his defects, so he stops thinking and talking about 
the defects of other people. And blessed are those who are interested in 
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their defects, not in the defects of other people, and woe unto those who 
are interested in the defects of other people, not in their defects. 

33. The asker for the Forgiveness of Allah performs good deeds 
continuously for the benefit of other people, asks for the Forgiveness of 
Allah for his believing brothers frequently, and says usually: "O My 
Lord! Forgive me, my parents, and all the Muslim men and women.", 
as he knows that his brothers need asking for the Forgiveness of Allah 
and repentance to Him. Allah, the Most High, said: 

" . . .and ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the sin of) believing men 
and believing women." (Muhammad: 19) 

34. The asker for the Forgiveness of Allah remembers Allah, and this leads 
to remembering him by Allah, as Allah, the Most High, said: 

"Therefore remember Me (by praying, glorifying, etc.). I will remember 
you" (Al-Baqarah: 152) 

Ibn Al-Qayyim said: "If there is no advantage in the remembrance of 
Allah but this advantage, enough is it as a grace and honor." 
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35. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah frequently is a type of remembrance 
of Allah, the Most High, and this is a safeguard against hypocrisy, as 
the hypocrites remember Allah rarely. 

\ t Y *LXl{ Sbla 4^1 Ojj&j V j 

" . . .and they do not remember Allah but little." (An-Nisa': 142) 

Ka’ab said: “He who remembers Allah, the Most High, frequently, is 
free from hypocrisy.” 

36. Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah is a companion of knowledge, and by 
both of them, the slave's grade is raised in this worldy life and in the 
Hereafter, and the pious scholar seeks the Forgiveness of Allah and 
repents to Him continuously. Allah, the Most High, said: 

) Y Ulaj jdljlaj A'.fe'. AUlj CjlLa^Ajlj liLuii jijulal J AUl Uj “Uj U jalcli 

"So know (O Muhammad!) that La ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah), and ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the 
sin of) believing men and believing women (Muhammad: 19) 

37. It has no benefit at all if conjugated with major hypocrisy. Allah, the 
Most High, said about the hypocrites' asking for seeking His 
Forgiveness while they are liars: 

La LU jixluli I it til ui jt jftSfl Qa Cll JjAiui 
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"Those of the bedouins who lagged behind will say to you: "Our 
possessions and our families occupied us, so ask forgiveness for us." They 
say with their tongues what is not in their hearts" (Al-Fath: 11) 

38. It recompensates for the defects in the worship and every thing the 
slave did not do, or did in a defective manner, as in the long verse of 
Surat Al-Muzzammil, . Allah, the Most High, encouraged us to ask 
forgiveness after reciting the Qur'an, fighting the enemies, performing 
As-Salat (the prayers), giving Zakat (the obligatory charity), and 
lending to Him a goodly loan. Allah, the Most High, said: 

Aill £jl <dll IjjiSulalj ijki jdactj ijji jA “dll .lit jji Jwa »<■ -a *1 1 1 La j 

r . (»ii{ ^.j jjie 

“...and whatever good you send before you for yourselves, (i.e. 
Nawafil non-obligatory acts of worship: prayers, charity, fasting, Hajj 
and 'Umrah, etc.), you will certainly find it with Allah, better and 
greater in reward. And seek Forgiveness of Allah. Verily, Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most-Merciful.” (Al-Muzzammil: 20) 

39. It is a cause for the victory of this religion and this nation, specially if it 
is done by the Messenger (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him), the Rightly-Guided Caliphs or the pious scholars and 
worshippers. As-Sa’di (May Allah have mercy on him) said in the 
explanation of Surat An-Nasr: "It denotes that the victory of this 
religion continues and increases when glorifying the Praises of Allah, 
and asking for His Forgiveness is done by the Messenger (May Allah 
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exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) as it is a form of 
gratefullness. And this has occurred in the period of the Rightly-Guided 
Caliphs and after them, as Allah's Help has been continuous to the 
extent that Islam has reached what no other religion has reached. 

40 . It is a safeguard against the general torment and excision for the nation 
and the individuals inspite of the occurrence of the causes of torment, 
and if there is no advantage for it but this advantage, enough is it as a 
grace. Even the pagans of Quraish inspite of their wrongful repulsive 
saying, ignorance, obstinacy, and ugly behavior in their saying which 
they said publicly: 

UjjI j! fLaLilt qa liiic. jixati elijc QA jk liit (jti (jj Ijlia jjj 

rr JLL-Vi{ 0 uiiu 

“And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is 
indeed the truth (revealed) from You, then rain down stones on us from 
the sky or bring on us a painful torment." (Al-Anfal: 32) 

They were afraid the torment may afflict them, so they were seeking the 

Forgiveness of Allah secretly. And Ibn Abbas 55 said: “There were two 
safeguards against the torment of Allah on the earth, the Prophet (peace be 
on him), and seeking Allah's Forgiveness: the Prophet has gone, and 
seeking Allah's Forgiveness is still present." So, what an easy safeguard 
against the torment of Allah in this worldy life and in the Hereafter, for 
whom He has made it easy. And the Islamic nation, on the individual and 


Tafsir Ibn Katheer, 2/280. 
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general levels, should remember this safeguard, increase its frequency, and 
behave in accordance with its requirements. 

All the praises and thanks be to Allah for His Mercy and 
Courteousness to His slaves. Allah, the Most High, said: 

UjjI j! pLtldl (ja t jlia, Inlfe jlxati ill It £yt JjaJl jk lift (jLS (jj ^lll IjllS Jjj 

rrju&i{ jj) ui^u 

“And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is 
indeed the truth (revealed) from You, then rain down stones on us from 
the sky or bring on us a painful torment " (Al-Anfal: 32) 

This verse is related to the pagans of Quraish who are the leaders of 
paganism, and inspite of that Allah, the Most High, was kind to them, 
and gave them the safeguard against the torment, what about the certain 
monotheists even if they commit faults, so this is the safeguard against 
the torment. We ask Allah to guide us to what pleases Him. 

41 . It leads to receiving Allah's Mercy, descending of His guidance into the 
hearts, and steadfastness of the belief in Him, as all His Messengers 
invited their peoples to seek forgiveness for their disbelief and sins, and 
this is Salih (Saleh) who invited his people to increase the good deeds, 
to stop the bad deeds, not to hasten the torment, and to seek 
forgiveness, as this leads to receiving Allah's Mercy. Allah, the Most 
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ijjLjtjLaj jjJ j»j5 U Jli - '^yu^uLi (jlijjj jj& ijli <d]| Ijjjcl ,ji LsJl^a >&lii Jjm Ulujl Jiij 
1 “ - 1 a d*jtl{ (jjA^ jj <dll Uj2 4_Lii^j| Jj <ujlJL 

“And indeed We sent to Thamud their brother Salih (Saleh), saying: 
"Worship Allah (Alone and none else). Then look! They became two 
parties (believers and disbelievers) quarreling with each other (46) He 
said: "O my people! Why do you seek to hasten the evil (torment) 
before the good (Allah's Mercy)? Why seek you not the Forgiveness of 
Allah, that you may receive mercy?" (An-Naml: 45-46) 

42 . Seeking the Forgiveness of Allah with returning to Him truthfully leads 
to forgiveness of the sin whatever it is, raises the grade in the hereafter, 
makes the slave near to Him on the Day of Resurrection, makes the 
Paradise his residency by Allah's Mercy and Will, and reforms his 
relation with Allah, as what happened to the Prophet Dawud (May 
Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) of Allah's 
Courteousness to him, his repentance, and that his grade raised after 
seeking the forgiveness and repentance so that his state became better 
than before. Allah, the Most High, said: 

U-lic. <U (jjj ttUj U jiia - tjUij Ul£! j jij jixjLili aljj2 Ldi Jjj'J (jlaj 

“And Dawud (David) guessed that We have tried him and he sought 
Forgiveness of his Lord, and he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in 
repentance (24) So We forgave him that, and verily, for him is a near access 
to Us, and a good place of (final) return (25) " (Saad: 24 - 25 ) 
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43 . It is an essential necessity of the slaves of the Most Beneficent in this 
worldy life and in the Hereafter, as the Bearers of the Throne, who are 
of the best and largest Angles, seek forgiveness for those who believe 
continuously. And this shows the importance of seeking forgiveness 
and the essential necessity of the slaves for it for entering the Paradise, 
and surely, it is one of the benefits and advantages of faith, and this is a 
great honor for the believers that Allah has made those Angels ready to 
seek forgiveness for them in their absence. Allah, the Most High, said: 

V jilij Lj|jc J ■ : j; • | Ijjlj (jjjh jicli ulc J j Caua'j 


"Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those around it glorify 
the praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness for those 
who believe (in the Oneness of Allah) (saying): "Our Lord! You 
comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent 
and follow Your Way, and save them from the torment of the blazing Fire!" 
(Ghafir: 7) 

44- The asker for the Forgiveness of Allah frequently specially after the sin 
imitate the happy people of the Prophets and the believers such as Adam, 
while he who insists, accuses the Foreordainment and does not ask for 
forgiveness, imitates the miserable as Satan and the misguided who 
followed him. 
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The expiators of the sins 56 
1. Remembrance of Allah after Al-Adhan: 

Sa’ad bin Abi Waqqas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that the Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be 
upon him) said: 

• " 'j : j d j j ^ ' 'c. \ ' , , jij > ~l ^ j 0 ^ ^ j -dll ill aII U jji '■* jjjydl mj Jls ^ya 

ajjI a! jit. Ihp dlAJL, U^uj j Ijj aIHj 


"He who says after the Adhan: ' I testify that there is no true god except 
Allah Alone; He has no partners and that Muhammad (May Allah exalt his 
mention, and peace be upon him) is His slave and Messenger; I am content 
with Allah as my Lord, with Muhammad as my Messenger and with Islam 
as my Deen.' his sins will be forgiven." (Narrated by Muslim) 

2. Ablution (Wudu): 

Uthman (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

sjUlil ClAj ofi A olllfA - ' ^ jjk e^Jajl! /j i ,^,13 tliajJ ^yo 


"He who performs the ablution (Wudu) perfectly (i.e., according to 
Sunnah), his sins will depart from his body, even from under his nails." 
(Narrated by Muslim) 


Look: Mukaffirat Adh-Dhunub, Abdullah Al-‘Allaf, P: 9 . 
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3. The prayers (Salat): 

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

(j-a ^ I jlla Ajj3 (j-a d!13 (JjSJ da 1 md-a (_)£ Aj3 (Jjjjju t ~A A t t , )\ n (jt jl jdjfjt 

IjQaill aj aIII I : i " '' jV' -Mi J!La iM\3a J'j I ' aj^3 


"Say, if there were a river at the door of one of you in which he takes a bath 
five times a day, would any soiling remain on him?" They replied, "No 
soiling would be left on him." He (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace 
be upon him) said, " That is the five (obligatory) Salat (prayers). Allah 
obliterates all sins as a result of performing them." (Narrated by Al- 
Bukhari) 


Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

131 aj! d!13j 1 1 ^ j ajjj ^3 AjUi^a ^Ic. i 3* » A at.1 ATI ^3 (Ja.^11 i\ 1. n 

aJ cAa j Ul SjdiA dA j jal oULall Ul A-k^)iaj U A A > All j.- A.3 tliajJ 

Ajlc. (Jdaa al T'> n A ^3 ^|3 da A Mr. ^ t . A AiajlXal! J jj ^U A'. n 1313 Ajjiok L^J AjC. did j aAj 3 
SUlaal! jhjjl da aUdaa ^3 ,A A 1 Jl jj Uj A-akjl d d 


"A man's Salat in congregation is twenty-five times more rewarding than his 
Salat at home or in his shop, and that is because when he performs the 
ablution (Wudu) properly and proceeds towards the mosque with the 
purpose of performing Salat in congregation, he does not take a step without 
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being raised a degree (in rank) for it and having a sin remitted for it, till he 
enters the mosque. When he finishes performing Salat, the angels continue 
to invoke Blessings of Allah on him as long as he is in his place of worship 
in a state of Wudu'. They say: 'O Allah! Have mercy on him! O Allah! 
Forgive him.' He is deemed to be engaged in Salat as long as he waits for 
it." (Narrated by Al-Bukhari) 

And Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that 
the Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon 
him) said: 

JjUSJI IjI Ha /j! . >1 a j (jl . 4 A A' j CjljL_*al! 


"The five (daily) prayers (Salat), and from one Jumu'ah prayer to the (next) 
Jumu'ah prayer, and from Ramadan to Ramadan are expiations for the 
(sins) committed in between (their intervals); provided the major sins are 
not committed" (Narrated by Muslim) 

4. Observing optional prayers at night and seeking forgiveness: 

Hudhaifah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

(j-s Jjij sJjll! eidj (jj^. Ujdl fLsldl ^1 yLl <_]£ dljUj Ujj cJjlj 

a! jicta . m AjJac-ta ^jtf. .j (j-s <d »ita 

"Our Lord, the Blessed, the Superior, comes every night down on the 
nearest Heaven to us when the last third of the night remains, saying: "Is 
there anyone to invoke Me, so that I may respond to his invocation? Is there 
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anyone to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request? Is there anyone 
seeking My Forgiveness, so that I may forgive him .” 57 

5. Charity: 

Hudhaifah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

43, V st\\ j ^ nstWj eUi^all ojA j 4JUsj aAa 1 ^ 4jj3 

“The trial of the man in his family, his wealth and his neighbor is expiated 
by prayers, fasting and charity.” (Narrated by Al-Bukhari) 

6. The manners of Friday (Jumu'ah Day) 

Salman Al-Farisi (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that 
the Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon 
him) said: 

Ajjj 1 , 'jj— ^ja ol t-t , ,.l j - W' ^ j At 1 M» J U 

(jjjj ajjj Uo a! jic 111 131 , " i. ^5 aa , Uo ^ (jjjjl (jjj jjA: da ^ jA 

4 1 3 A' 


"If a man takes a bath on Friday, purifies himself thoroughly, uses the oil 
and perfume which is available in the house, then sets forth for the mosque, 
does not (forcibly) sit between two persons, offers the prayer that is 
prescribed for him then listens to the Imam silently, his sins between this 
Friday and the previous Friday will be forgiven." (Narrated by Al-Bukhari) 


Narrated by Al-Bukhari. 


94 



The second safeguard 




7. Observing fasting during the month of Ramadan: 

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 


^JA Uo Al 1 L "A ' * ul—GjI y . 'a t . ^ allufl ^JA 


"He who observes fasting during the month of Ramadan with Faith while 
seeking its reward from Allah, will have his past sins forgiven." (Narrated 
by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

8. Observing optional prayers at night throughout Ramadhan: 

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

Ajj3 ^ja lla a! jSC. UUajI q \ ^ja 


"He who observes optional prayers (Tarawih prayers) throughout Ramadan, 
out of sincerity of Faith and in the hope of earning reward, will have his 
past sins pardoned." (Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

9. Observing optional prayers at Night of Decree: 

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 
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AJJ 3 [JA aiaj Uo Al jit. ULujjk.|j UUajI Jjall A_L1 al§ IJA 


"He who observes optional prayers (Tarawih prayers) during Lailat-ul-Qadr 
(Night of Decree), out of sincerity of Faith and in the hope of earning 
reward will have his past sins pardoned." (Narrated by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) 

10. Observing fasting on the tenth day of Muharram (Ashuraa): 

Abu Qatadah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
was asked about observing As-Saum (the fasting) on the tenth day of 
Muharram, he replied: 

Aha <^1 aHjJI 

"It is expiation for the sins of the preceding year. " (Narrated by Muslim) 

11. Umrah 

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

Ajkll dl el Al ^kllj I agin U1 S^udl ^1 


"(The performance of) 'Umrah is an expiation for the sins committed 
between it and the previous 'Umrah; and the reward of Hajj Mabrur (i.e., 
accepted pilgrimage) is nothing but Paradise." (Narrated by Muslim) 

12. Honoring Allah from imperfection (At-Tasbih): 
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The Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace 
be upon him) said: 

j Jj-a clijlia {jlj otjl 1A 1A "ajA <jLa oYAjj <111 (jl VA [}\1 


"He who utters: ' Allah is free from imperfection and His is the praise)’ one 
hundred times a day, his sins will be obliterated even if they are equal to the 
extent of the foam of the ocean." 

13. Acknowledgement of the grace: 

The Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace 
be upon him) said: 

^ La <1 jic. ajS Vj ^^la Jja. jjc. ^ l<A b ‘lai ti l ^311 ail AaaaJI ; Jlia LaLaja J£l ^ 

"He who has taken food and says at the end: ' All praise is due to Allah who 
has given me food to eat and provided it without any endeavour on my part 
or any power,’ all his past sins will be forgiven." (Narrated by Abu Dawud) 

14. The pilgrimage (Hajj): 

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 


<11 <331 j j ^lj iSjj IJa i “{nil 13 a 

"Whoever performs Hajj (pilgrimage) and does not have sexual relations 
(with his wife), nor commits sin, nor disputes unjustly (during Hajj), then he 
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returns from Hajj as pure and free from sins as on the day on which his 
mother gave birth to him." (Narrated by Muslim) 

15. Staying at Arafah: 

Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

?Ji Lfc* <111 jjkl [jt [j* jjSI ‘qa U 

"There is no day on which Allah sets free more slaves from Hell than He 
does on the Day of 'Arafah." (Narrated by Muslim) 

16. Observing fasting on the day of Arafah for non pilgrims: 

Abu Qatadah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The 
Messenger of Allah was asked about the observing of fasting on the day of 
'Arafah, he said, 

A i\ 1 j A \ . A \ i n\ l jK i 

"It is expiation for the sins of the preceding year and the next year." 
(Narrated by Muslim) 

17. Fever: 

Jabir bin Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
visited Umm Sa’ib (or Umm Musaiyyab) and asked her: "What ails you O 
Umm Sa'ib (or Umm Musaiyyab)? You are shivering." She replied: "It is a 
fever, may Allah not bless it!" He said to her, 
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' ' ^ 1 c_lAAj ^ ' \^j\3 . g ^a^JI ^iujj 0 


"Do not revile fever, for it cleanses out the sins of the sons of Adam in the 
same way that a furnace removes the dirt of iron." (Narrated by Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim) 

18. Diseases, glooms and distresses: 

Abu Sa’id and Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with them) 
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace 
be upon him) said: 

4jLu^ (ja Aj aIII Uj 4 'i \ ^2. Uj ' ~ . * If j ‘ . 'J : Uo 


"Never a believer is stricken with tiredness, an illness, an anxiety, a grief or 
even a mental worry but Allah will expiate his sins on account of his 
patience. "(Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

19. The expiation of the assembly: 

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The 
Messenger of Allah (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him) 
said: 

~ ' .. ' a T at: .. . a . ^jl Jjs jias a 4^3 j '^4 ^ ^3 ^ -A ^0 

an 4,.,;y. ^ u ai jl di aa l. jftj atf di ai \ u 

"Whoever sits in a gathering and indulges in useless talk and before getting 
up supplicates: "O Allah, You are free from imperfection; praise be to You. 
I testify that there is no true god except You; I ask Your Pardon and turn to 
You in repentance", he will be forgiven for the sins he may have 
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intentionally or unintentionally committed in that assembly." (Narrated by 
At-Tirmidhi) 


Conclusion 

Thus, we ended, by Allah's Grace, Guidance and Hospitality, this 
book which included a summerised note about one of the best types of 
remembrance which is seeking Allah's Forgiveness, repentance to Him, the 
belief that the Creator, the Most High, is the Most Forgiving of sins and He 
rejoices at His slave's repentance to Him and consciousness of his Creator. 
Allah, the Most High, said: 

\ 1 j.iAl j (jjjLjilill fJb eldji <dll Uj 

“And be not like those who forgot Allah (i.e. became disobedient to Allah) 
and He caused them to forget their ownselves, (let them to forget to do 
righteous deeds). Those are the Fasiqun (rebellious, disobedient to Allah).” 
(Al-Hashr: 19) 
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I hope that Allah, the Omnipotent, will help us not to forget His 
Great Grace on us, as He has opened the gates of His Mercy for us, made 
seeking forgiveness a purification for the sins, and encouraged us to do that 
in His Exalted Book in tens of verses in which seeking forgiveness and its 
importance were mentioned, and this was reported in the traditions of His 
chosen Prophet (May Allah exalt his mention, and peace be upon him), who 
was seeking forgiveness more frequently than any other slave, though his 
sins of the past and future were forgiven. 

And I will conclude this speech, which is the conclusion of this 
little effort of a slave, his Creator and Sustainer has given him a lot, by an 
apparent proof for the great state of seeking forgiveness, which is the 
Prophetic praising of seeking forgiveness directly after the concluding 
salutations. So I say: If we hold fast to seeking forgiveness directly after the 
prayers, which is an obligatory worship, it is better for us to do this after 
every activity in our life, as we are exposed to faults and sins which needs 
seeking forgiveness frequently. 

I hope that Allah will make us of the seekers for His forgiveness 
and the repenting to Him, He is All-Hearer, Responsive. 

And May Allah exalt the mention of our Prophet, teacher, and leader, 
Muhammad bin Abd Allah, who was seeking Allah's forgiveness 
continuously, all his household and companions, and peace be upon them. 
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And all the praises and thanks be to Allah for that by His Grace, 
the rightous deeds are completed, as many times as the number of writing of 
the letters, directing and arranging of the rows. 

And the close of our request is: All the praises and thanks are to 
Allah, the Lord of the worlds. 

DR. Faisal bin Mash’al bin Sa’ud bin Abdul Aziz al Sa’ud 
9/9/1422 
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